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Students confront trespassers, one armed Sour grapes:
Bar charges
cover, students
talk of boycott

BY CHRIS HALISKOE

A Regis Hall first floor resident went to
bed Friday night expecting nothing more than
to sleep in late on Saturday morning. But the
resident was awoken by an incident that he
will not soon forget.
"Saturday morning; it was about 2:30
a.m.," said the student, who was granted anonymity. "I heard some kids in the hallway."
The resident was awoken by three black,
male, non-students, Lavon Cobourne, Kareem Boston and Warren
]~\
Knight, who had gained :
INSIDE:
:
access to the residence :
;
hall via a friend on cam I PUBLIC SAFETY i
pus.
• RESPONDS" |
It was later discovSEEP.3
ered that Cobourne was
carrying a .22 caliber
handgun.
EDITORIAL
The student said that
SEE P. 5
his roommate was awake
and in the hall. He came
into their room and said, j RE-EVALUATING ;
REGIS
"Hey, some kids were in ;
our room."
SEE P. 5
The student said the
suspects were repeatedly
asking, "Where are the girls?"
Another firsthand account of the incident
claimed that the suspects were referring to
the females in question as "bitches." Public
Safety confirmed the derogatory comments.
As the suspects entered the room, the
student's roommate confronted thern^sayinjk
"Look, get out of my room."
Another three or four students then came
out into the hall. The students collectively began to ask the suspects to get out. The student
said, "This is our hall."
According to the student, the suspects answered back saying, "No, this is our hall."
It was at that point that a fight broke
out.
The student explained: "Eventually one
kid on the floor said, 'I am going to break
it up. I am the Peacemaker.' He went to
shake [one suspect's] hand and [the suspect]
punched him in the face."
"Eventually, the kids left and someone
called the police," said the student.
Public Safety and the Fairfield Police
Department arrived on the scene quickly.
They located the suspects and lined them up
while flashing lights in their faces and asked
those involved to identify them.
"By then, rumor went out that the kid had
a gun," said the student. "During the time of
the fight, some kid was saying, I'm going to
pop you, I'm going to pop you.' Nobody took
SEE "ASSAULT" ON P.

BY KATIE BARRY

Top: Peter Caty/The Mirror
Left: Mirror staff member

Not a typical night in
Regis: Three non-student
suspects, one armed with
a loaded gun, entered
Regis Hall on Saturday
around 3 a.m. Lavon Cobourne, Kareem Boston
and Warren Knight were
all charged with third-degree assault and criminal
trespassing. The incident
has sparked concern
among students and the
University community
regarding safety on campus. See "Students" on
p. 3 for more information on campus safety.
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University sticks to long-term solution* to housing issues
BY CHRISTOPHER HALISKOE

At this week's FUSA Senate
meeting, Vice President of Student
Affairs Mark Reed, and Director of
Residence Life Deb Cady, presented
and answered questions regarding
the current housing situation.
The administrators came at the

request of the Senate in a written letter by Senate Chair Tim Rich '08.
Sen. Dan Lamendola '09 said
the conversation was intended
to prompt the administrators to
answer questions regarding such
situations as the Off-Campus
Boarder Lottery and on-campus
residential planning.

INDIE ROCK BAND CAKE:
TASTY SINCE

p.B5

1991

"Overall, the goal that the
University has for student housing
remains the same," said Reed. "We
now want to increase the number
of beds by 250-350."
Cady said the reason for the
slow progress is because the school
is not trying to fix the immediate
problem with a "band-aid solution"

but is instead trying to provide a
long-term solution.
Cady and Reed said that a
committee has been formed to examine the current possibilities for a
long-term solution. The committee
also consists of Dean ofAdmissions
SEE "HOUSING" ON P.
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The senior class recently faced a
rude awakening — and it had nothing
to do with the fact that the year is nearly
half over.
Two-dollar Tuesdays, where all
drinks at the Seagrape Cafe are $2, is a
staple for seniors living at the beach.
However, the Grape has instituted
a new "DJ charge," a $2 cover required
for entry into the bar on Tuesdays and
Thursdays.
The Grape, notorious for cheap
drinks in large plastic cups, has never
had a cover charge, a feature many seniors appreciated. But because of rising
costs for the DJ to perform, management said last Tuesday that extra funds
were required.
Miles Stevens, manager of the
Grape, agreed that the bar needs the
extra money to pay the DJ. However,
Stevens made no apologies and argued
that the Grape is still a great deal.
"Where else can you get $2 drinks
on a Tuesday? Nowhere," he said. "So,
you're paying $2 to get in, but you're
also not paying for $6 drinks."
However, some students said that
the Grape is simply trying to rip off
the hundreds of students who frequent
the bar, some of whom visit up to four
nights a week.
"Don't they make enough money
off of Fairfield drinkers?" asked Aimee
Trainor '08. "I don't mind paying it,
but I really don't think they need the
extra $2."
Lauren Wood '08 agreed: "I think
it's crap. That's one drink I'm paying
for before I even get in," she said.
Though the Grape's cover is less
than the Snickering Squirrel Saloon's
$5, other bars such as Bravo don't
have any door fee. But because of the
Grape's proximity to most of the seniors' houses, many have just accepted
the cover charge as another drinking
expense.
"The cover charge is ridiculous,
but it's still the only bar within walking distance of my house," said Kristen
Daly '08.
"Two dollars is cheaper than a cab
to Bravo," she added.
However, some students refuse to
accept the new charge without a fight.
"I guess they're going for a theme:
$2 cover charge, $2 Tuesdays," said Alyssa Ockerbloom '08. "But I'm not a fan
of it. Some students have been stewing
over it since it started, and there have
been talks of a boycott."
A comprehensive boycott has yet
to be planned, but Trainor also had an
idea to get rid of the charge.
"Whatever, I'll DJ," she said.

10 HOTTEST

GIFTS FOR
THE HOLIDAYS
P.B8
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Application, essay, candy:

Prospective students send gifts
to admissions offices

The

Mirror

Spring Weekend
planning underway
despite lack of
student input

already a foot in the door" slogan.
Pellegrino said some of the students' letters
are genuine, but others have strategic motives in
Red, white and black M & M's. A wooden
mind. The Admissions office wants only what
chair. One left shoe. A picture of someone in
is asked of its applicants, which includes high
Stag attire. No, this isn't a list for the next
school records, standardized testing scores,
Fairfield campus scavenger hunt, but instead
gifts sent by prospective freshmen to their
extracurricular activities, recommendations, BY JOE CARRETTA
dream colleges in hopes to override others in
personalized essays and even interviews.
Students at Fairfield said they did not send
Last Spring Weekend, Kristen Van
admission's offices.
Welcome to the new, more competitive,
gifts or notes to Admissions or at least did not Vleck '10 remembers being cold, walking through a sparse crowd on muddy
extreme world of college admissions, where
admit to it.
grass, listening to unfamiliar music and
students are engaged in "X-Games" of their
seeing two students in a roped-off square
own to get noticed — and accepted.
clutching
red cups with both hands.
The simple "thank you" note to a colFUS A project coordinator Ashlee
lege after a campus visit has evolved from
Downing '08 said she hopes this year's
letter-writing into an array of outlandish gifts,
Spring Weekend will be more of a
according to a recent New York Times article.
success.
At Lehigh University, one letter carried col"This year,
ored M&M's along with the applicant's name
I want to make
written on the candies. The student reminded
sure there is
admissions, "Keep me on the tip of your tongue
something going
when reviewing applications."
on from Thursday
At Fairfield, students present themselves to
through Sunday.
counselors with photographs, video recordings
I want students
and sound clips, said Debra E. Johns, senior
to have a fun exassociate director of Admissions at Fairfield.
perience for the
The Admissions office sends these materials,
DOWNING
whole weekend,"
especially studio art, music and theater-related
she said.
pieces to their respective departments.
Downing, who held the first meetWhen photographs arrive, applications
ing for the event last Friday, hopes that
come alive.
more student organizations will become
"It is a person," said Johns, "a person atinvolved and that everyone will be on
tached now to a photo. It puts perspective on
Peter Caty/The Mirror
it and personalizes [the applicant]."
Gifts to get in: More and more students are resorting to sending gifts along with their applica- the same page during the organization
and execution of Spring Weekend.
Even though it is personalized, the extra tion in hopes of increasing their chances to receive an acceptance letter.
All 86 student organizations on
quality does not necessarily help or hurt the
"[I] never thought about sending letters to campus were invited to attend the meetindividual, according to Johns.
affected the decision made by Admissions,
ing and contribute to the decisions rethank people," said Shannon Dennis ' 10.
The most outlandish submission to the according to Johns.
Meanwhile, Connor Purcell '10 said he garding the event, but less than a dozen
Admissions office at Fairfield was a crafted
Similar tactics are used at other schools. A
actually attended.
wooden chair. The prospective student said student sent a tire iron along with the vow, "I'm "sent letters to colleges I wasn't attending."
Downing said she was upset at
Well-rounded application packages generthe chair was dedicated to reserve a seat, figu- going to pry my way into this college" to the
the low turnout and commented on its
ratively and literally, along with the class of admissions office at Boston College, said Karen ally work far better than "quirky gimmicks."
"We'd rather see creativity demonstrated in effect on the choices of events for the
2009, said Johns.
Pellegrino, Fairfield director of Admissions.
While at Fordham University in New York, the classroom as opposed to [in the] admissions weekend.
But such a move can backfire. During the
"It is difficult to gauge the wants of
application process, Johns said, "You should be Pellegrino found a single shoe tied with an "I'm process," Pellegrino said.
students when they don't come out to the
meetings we hold," she said.
Unlike many larger colleges, which
have alcohol as the centerpiece for their
spring weekends, Fairfield pieces the
BY MICHAEL CULVER (U-WIRE)
competitive. You have to do different things to Compare that to someone with a doctorate, who event around carnival games, free food
and local college bands.
distinguish yourself. It's almost a requirement is estimated to make over $87,000 a year.
The event will be held April 24- 26.
"The more education you get certainly
Graduating from college with a bachelor's if you want to move on to anything more than
President of UMOJA, a student
opens doors professionally and it increases
degree is a time of relief for thousands of stu- an entry-level position."
Students have options if they are willing your income potential," said Diane Steel, direc- diversity club, Jacqueline Mylroie '09
dents and parents each year, but there may not
be a job waiting for them after the celebration to invest the time and money to get to the next tor of Admissions at San Joaquin College of did attend the meeting and had some
level. Enrolling in a master's program or pro- Law. "Your value and ability to contribute to suggestions for this year's event.
is over.
"There should be some events
"Thank God it's over," said Brittani Mas- fessional school may open doors for students in the world increases your ability to help other
people, and there is a tremendous amount of later in the day so that kids will stay for
terton, a graduating sociology major at Fresno this competitive job market.
professional rewards in your the entire event, not just leave after 10
State. "I've been going to school
ability to contribute in the shap- minutes," she said.
since I was six, and working at
Another club officer present at
ing of our free society by being
least part time since I was 16. I'm
the
meeting,
vice president of the Itala
real
leader."
ready for a career — not a job."
ian
club
Tom
Vitlo '09, agreed with
The
admissions
requireBut for graduating students
Mylroie.
ments for advanced degrees are
like Masterton, the reality is that
"Personally, me as well as a lot of
as diverse for each discipline
having a bachelor's degree may
as there are options to choose kids there left after they came and got
not be enough to make them comfrom. But nearly all schools something to eat because a lot of the
petitive in today's job market.
require an entrance exam such activities didn't appeal to them," said
A 2006 report published by
as the Graduate Record Exam Vitlo.
Occupational Outlook Quarterly
A hot topic of discussion at the
(GRE) or the Law School Adreported that "There are more job
meeting was the issue of the beer garden,
missions Test (LSAT).
seekers with college degrees than
Tamyra Pierce, Ph. D., which did not go over well last year.
there are openings of college"Everyone just wants to drink and
director of Graduate Studies
level jobs."
Mirror File Photo
for the mass communication have a good time," said Sean Clores '10.
Furthermore, according to
Future after Fairfield: The job market has become more competitive as
and journalism department at "My brother goes to Holy Cross, and
the U.S. Census Bureau, 27 permost prospective employees have bachelor's degrees.
Fresno State, said in an e-mail he said there's just parties everywhere
cent of all adults have at least a
interview that she looks for during their weekend."
bachelor's degree. The Bureau
Instead of being able to roam freely
"My personal view is, in this day and age, master's candidates who "achieve good grades,
of Labor Statistics estimates there are 250,000
more college graduates each year than there are it is almost necessary to go beyond your un- get involved with faculty ... and do well on the with their drinks, of-age students were
dergraduate degree," said Van Doren, a recent GRE. These typically reflect how the student forced to huddle in a "beer garden" that
college-level job openings.
This is evidence of a trend that has existed graduate of San Joaquin College of Law. "What- will do in graduate school. I'm also looking for many students said looked more like an
for more than 10 years, and a trend that is ex- ever advanced degree people are interested in, students who have a desire to do research and animal pen than a nice place to enjoy
a drink.
I think, in order to get to the next level, you apply what they learn to their research."
pected to continue.
"I think they should keep tradition,
"In our parents' generation, if you got your almost have to have an advanced degree."
There are several different test prep agenfour-year degree, that was enough to get you
That advanced degree can not only get you cies that will prepare a student for an entrance but try to do something a little better
kind of rolling on your career," said Cynthia a job, but also increase your income within your exam. Their fees range from free to thousands for the upperclassmen," said Mamadou
Diakhate '08. "Kids are going to drink
Van Doren, director of Career Services at San work field. The U.S. Department of Education of dollars.
Joaquin College of Law. "Now it's a little more reported that the average income for someone
For the full story, visit www.fairfield- anyway, so they should at least make it
fun for them."
difficult. People are more educated and it's more with a bachelor's degree is just over $59,000. mirror.com.
BY LYNLEY JANE REILLY

playing conservatively and doing what admissions asks you to do."
Of the average annual 8,500 applicants to
Fairfield, about 100 prospective students present
themselves in an unusual way, said Johns. But
such activity is more frequently from wait-listed
students hoping to be noticed.
One wait-listed applicant sent postcards
to the Admissions office for three consecutive
weeks showing pictures in Fairfield attire. Although it was a creative idea, it wouldn't have

Graduation coming up, but will there be jobs?
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Swept Under the rug: Hartford cleaning strike a potential threat to Fairfield
BY KATIE BARRY

Imagine this: dirty bathrooms, overflowing
garbage bins, filthy classrooms. It may happen
in Hartford, will it happen in Fairfield?
In the nearby state capital, approximately
1,800 janitors are threatening to walk out of
their jobs if new contract negotiations, in which
the union members are requesting increased
wages and benefits, are not approved.
These men and women belong to Connecticut's Service Employees Union Independent, the same union to which Fairfield
workers who are from Pritchard Industries
Inc. belong.
The strike would affect nearly all of
Hartford's municipal buildings, leaving the
majority of the city with less than 10 percent
of its cleaning services.
While there are no current plans for a
similar strike at Fairfield, relations between
the University and its cleaning providers have
a far from perfect history.
In 1999, a total of 39 students, faculty and
staff staged a sit-in in then-president Aloysius
P. Kelley's office to protest janitors being prohibited to join the union. Others participated
in a hunger strike.
At the time, janitors at Fairfield made
$7 an hour, or $14,000 a year, and wage increases were a primary reason for attempting
to unionize.
The Service Management Group, a contracting group used by Fairfield, was refus-

ing the janitors' requests, and the University
refused to help. The students, members of
the group Justice for Janitors, were successful, and the janitors were unionized later
that year.
According to English Professor Gita

Abiola Shogbola/The Mirror

Not so squeaky clean: Fairfield has come under scrutiny for issues involving its cleaning service in the past.
Rajan, who was integral to the 1999 protests,
rallying for fair treatment of custodial staff
and all service workers is an essential part of
belonging to a Jesuit institution.
"If we, as an educational institution, want
to instill in our students values of equitable

Public Safety responds to
Regis Hall altercation
BY TOM CLEARY

Students woke up Monday morning to
find bright red signs alerting them of a warning issued by Public Safety and a Stag Web
e-mail explaining the incident that occurred
in Regis Hall early Saturday morning.
Public Safety and the dean's office responded quickly after the incident occurred,
calling it a lesson for students.
Administrators and students are now
reacting to the fact that a non-student
- brought a loaded gun onto campus and got
into an altercation with students.
"We have increased our presence in
Regis Hall as well as other residence halls.
There is no information that other incidents
of this type are likely to occur," said Director of Public Safety Todd Pelazza.
"We do, however, remind everyone to
lock your doors, even if you are away for
a short time. Never prop outside building
doors open. Report any suspicious persons
or behavior to Public Safety," he added.
The three men entered campus, after
returning from RBAR in New Haven, with a
Fairfield student who they are friends with,
and were let into Regis by another Fairfield

student. The Dean of Students office sent out
an e-mail on Monday reminding students of
the University's policies on guests.
"I think it is scary to know that there
are people with guns on campus," said Dan
Kochanowicz '10. "But I was happy to
know that there was a quick Public Safety
response."
According to the e-mail, "maintaining
a safe and secure campus is a responsibility
that all members of the University community bear, particularly students."
The e-mail also reminded students to be
aware of whom they invite to campus and to
alert authorities about suspicious behavior.
Students campus-wide said they plan to
be more cautious when dealing with people
who appear to be acting strange or that they
do not recognize. Many students were surprised that this incident even occurred and
are concerned about what the University.
is doing to prevent similar incidents from
happening again.
"It is shocking that people can get onto
campus," said Darryl Brackeen '10. "They
shouldn't be able to get into the dorms.
"I think students need to be more aware
of their community."

Assault and trespassing charges issued
CONTINUED FROM P.

1

it to heart because we didn't know at the
time [that he had a gun]."
"We heard that when the cops came
they arrested them, [and] they found drugs,
a gun, illegal ID's," the student said.
The student also said that another
resident was missing $45. Public Safety
said that no robbery was reported but
money was said to have been missing
from a room.
"It was a late night; we went to bed
around 5 a.m.," said the student.
Director of Public Safety Todd Pelazza

and ethical societies, we need to live by what
we preach," Rajan said. "When we come to
work, we must be proud of this place."
For Rajan, "being proud meant working
somewhere where everyone is treated as a
valuable member of this community."

said that security has been increased and
that Public Safety issued an alert concerning the incident.
"It was a calm weekend from then on,
and there has been an increase of security
in the hall. Kids have been hanging low,"
said the student.
The trespassers were charged with
third-degree assault and criminal trespassing. No one involved in the fight was sent
to the hospital.
Pelazza called the incident "isolated"
and said, "There is no information that
there are other incidents of this type likely
to occur."

The 1999 protests brought Fairfield
national attention as* an activist campus, with
such publications as The New York Times
covering the event.
However, a union does not guarantee
those who clean our campus an ideal environ-

LOOK
^ I.
VJniine#

ment. According to the Service Employees
International Union (SEIU), Fairfield County
unionized janitors make between $ 10-$ 12 an
hour, which often does not provide for the
daily cost of living.
Kurt Westby, the SEIU 32JB local representative, told Hartford Business that the
union's goal is to make janitorial services a
lower-middle class career.
"Historically, janitorial is a sweatshop
industry," he said.
Jocelyn Boryczka, director of peace
and justice studies, agrees, saying that service industries are often disregarded, with
workers forced to live under the poverty
line because they are deemed invaluable.
"Emptying trash cans, cleaning bathrooms and vacuuming carpets represent the
care work done by janitors, essential work
that, if not performed for a few days or more,
becomes blindingly apparent to the rest of us,"
she said. "Valuing this type of labor is essential to valuing members of our society who
do very difficult work that should receive
higher wages and benefits."
Many students agreed and said they
hope that the Hartford walk-out threat does
not affect Fairfield University.
"I think the men and women who clean
up after us should be treated fairly," said
Rebecca Battey' 10. "It would be disastrous
if they didn't."
Alyssa Ockerbloom '08 agreed, "No
one wants dirty bathrooms and classrooms."

"More on Regis intruders
-Death of former Fairfield
professor Robert Bolger

*TEDDY BEARS
WITH LOVE*

Please Donate a Bear!
Teddy Bear donations will be sent to local charities!
Please bring new unwrapped bears to the
*Alumni House until Dec. 14th from
8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.* OR *Jazzman's Cafe
on Dec. 10-14 from 5 p.m. - 7 p.m.*
Bears will also be collected at
745 Fairfield Beach Road.
For more information, call the
Office of Alumni Relations at (203) 254-4280.
Give a child a big "bear hug" this Christmas!
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Campus crime beat:
Arrests resulting from assault and narcotics violations
BY MEGHAN SCHELZI

Tuesday, Nov. 27
2:13 p.m. A StagCard was reported
stolen, and unauthorized purchases were placed.
Wednesday, Nov. 28
1:07 a.m. A narcotics
violation occurred. One
individual was arrested by
the Fairfield Police Department. The students were
referred to judicial.
Saturday, Dec. 1
12:15 a.m. A fire extinguisher was discharged in a resi
dence hall. Pritchard was notified for
cleanup.
12:20 a.m. The smell of smoke was
reported in a residence hall. The source
was found to be a printer.

1:08 a.m. The School of Engineering sign was removed from the front of
McAuliffe Hall and vandalized.
1:25 a.m. A fight
was reported in a
residence hall.
Two students
were involved,
identified and
referred to judicial.
3:13 a.m.
There was an assault and subsequent
arrest of three nonstudents, one of whom
was concealing a firearm.
2:54 p.m. The kitchen
window of a townhouse was
found smashed.
Sunday, Dec. 2
1:46 a.m. A townhouse window

was broken. A student admitted responsibility.
3:10 a.m. Several non-students
were reported by an RA because of a
disturbance. The students were identified
and escorted off campus.
2:33 p.m. A hit-and-run occurred in
the BCC parking lot and was referred to
the Fairfield Police Department.
9:16 p.m. Cash was reported stolen
from a room in a residence hall. The case
is under investigation.
9:34 p.m. Two burglaries were
reported in a residence hall. Both were
due to unlocked doors. (Public Safety
reminds everyone to lock their doors,
even if only gone for a short time.)
Monday, Dec. 3
3:32 a.m. A minor chemical spill
occurred in the loading dock. The
Fairfield Fire Department was called
for cleanup.

Housing problem yet to see concrete plans
CONTINUED FROM P.

1

Karen Pellegrino, FUS A President Hutch
Williams '08, RA Katherine Boutros '08,
Vice President of Finance William Lucas
and outside consultants.
Sen. Nazar Kamenchenko '10
brought a question to Reed's attention as
to the amount of University money that
the school would use for the project.
Reed said the University will fund
the developments by borrowing money, as
tuition dollars are allocated for day-to-day
operations. The plan estimates $25 million
and $60 million, and will take between five
and seven years to complete.
"The University would not be going
through with [it] if we didn't have confidence in [the plan]," said Reed.
Sen. Alison MacNeill '10 asked
where the administrators plan to put the

The

NEWS

additional housing.
Cady said, "A quick and easy solution is to put one in the quad, but we need
more upper-level housing."
Reed also mentioned the possibility
of buying off-campus housing space.
Stating that the University supports

Jon Ullwerther/l he Mirror

Senate in session: The weekly Senate meeting in the School of Nursing.

students who live at the beach, Reed also
mentioned a problems, including lease
agreement and lack of heating, which
have recently come to his attention.

"The landlords have no interest in
the school They are out there to make
money," said Reed.
He went on to say that the students
living off campus are paying way more
than the housing space is worth.
Cady said, "Anyone who asks you
to sign a lease nine months in advance ...
then you know something is wrong."
Reed also said the campus discusses
about the housing situation more than he
would like.
"It is not that I don't feel it is important," he said, "[but] five years from
now I would like to be talking about
something else."
The senators unanimously voted to
approve the nomination of the following new judges: Fiona Camilleri '09,
Samuel Sica '09, Denis Walsh '09 and
Christopher Bernard '09.
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SPRING BREAK TRAVEL
** #1 Spring Break Web site! 4 & 7 night trips.
Low prices guaranteed. Group discounts, for 8+.
Book 20+ people, get 3 free trips! Campus reps
needed. www.StudentCity.com or 800-293-1445.
Spring Break 2008! Sell trips, earn cash, and
go free! Call for group discounts. Best deals
guarunteed! Jamaica, Cancun, Acapulco,
Bahamas, S. Padre, Florida. 800-648-4849.
www.STStravel.com
Spring Break '08. Lowest Prices: Jamaica,
Cancun, Acapulco. Free Meals & Drinks. Book by
Nov. 1. Hiring Reps, Free Travel & Cash. Exciting
new destinations. Costa Rica, Europe, Punta
Cana www.sunsplashtours.com 1-800-426-7710
JOBS
Interested in ad sales? Learn from the best,
have fun and earn some extra money. Fairfield
U. alumnus seeks a hungry self-starter to assist
and provide advertising support. SCO Reps Int'l
is a publishing and media services firm located
in Fairfield. Up to S14/hr for the right candidate;
flexible hours. Contact Sean O'Leary, '91 at
203.940.0707 or email: scoleary21@yahoo.com
FOR RENT
Student Rental/Showing for Fall 2008
House on Fairfield Beach Rd in great condition,
Call 917.733.8577
Reef Rd. House also available.

Four Bedroom house, fully renovated on Reef Rd
close to Lantern Point. Available Immediately for
Spring 2008 semester. 917-733-8577
FOR RENT 2008-2009 ACADEMIC YEAR
FURNISHED BEACH HOUSE
LANTERN POINT
3 BEDROOMS FOR 4 STUDENTS
FOR MORE INFORMATION
CALL (203)261-6336
BABYSITTING
Babysitter Needed
Sitter needed for 2 children, 2 yrs and 5 mos old.
Make your schedule - approx 10-12 hrs/wk @$13/
hr in Wilton. Pis call 917-224-9951.
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Babysitter Wanted
Tues & Thurs 10:30-5:30 in Westport. Experience
w/ infant required. Contact Jill at 917-373-0860
Seeking part-time babysitter
Stratford family seeks part-time babysitter to care
for two young boys. Willing to provide room and
board in exchange for child care. Must like dogs.
Must own car. Call 203-386-9293.
Part Time Babysitter Wanted
Dependable Part time babysitter needed
in South port - Exit 19. Flexible schedule,
mornings are a plus. Must have experience
with small children, references, and your own
transportation. Please call 203-319-0057.
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As the world turns
A .22 caliber pistol in a dorm.
That is all the information needed to realize that Saturday night's incident in Regis Hall was so much more
than a weekend scuffle. It was an awakening to the entire
Fairfield community.
While no shots were fired and the situation was resolved by the joint efforts of Public Safety and Fairfield
Police, the fight, which could have potentially escalated
to a more serious degree, is a reminder that the boundaries of Fairfield's beautifully isolated campus can be
penetrated, allowing the harsh realities of the real world
to seep in.
In October of this year, students at Lantern Point
interacted with a man who would later burglarize a
beach home. Despite Fairfield's polished image and safe
environment, incidents such as the burglary at the beach
and the fight in Regis this weekend must lead students to
react.
Students must take responsibility for the areas in
which they live, on or off campus. Being cognizant of
one's surroundings and neighbors can make a big difference. This is very possible because Fairfield is a small,
close-knit community. We must rely on one another, not
just Public Safety, who can only do so much.
However, this instance evidences the importance of
students reaching out to Public Safety. Officers responded quickly and apprehended the trespassers. Students
must feel that they can rely on Public Safety, not be
intimidated by them.
Should stronger action be taken to stop buses from
picking up students at Fairfield University's gates? It
would be naive to think that this incident could not have
occurred without the bus from New Haven. Breaches of
security on a college campus can happen no matter what
precautions are taken. A similar instance occurred with
much more tragic results at Virginia Tech last year, an
event that left 33 university members dead.
Living in fear is not living, so students must be
aware of their surroundings. Regis student residents'
warning Public Safety coupled with the quick response
by authorities thwarted impending danger and a possible
tragedy.
Camaraderie should not be forgotten in dorms, regardless of social ties; neighbors must look out for one
another because one's peers are one's greatest allies.
The editorial represents the opinion of the majority of The Mirror editorial board.
What is your opinion? Write to us: mirrormanagement@gmail.com

THE FAIRFIELD MIRROR
The Mirror welcomes the opinions
and contributions of its readers:
Letters to the editor must be timely and submitted by disk,
e-mailed to themirror@stagweb.fairfield.edu
or submitted through our Web site: www.fairfieldmirror.com.
Once received, all letters become property of The Mirror.
There are no guarantees of publication and all submissions must be signed.
The Mirror reserves the right to edit letters and articles for content,
length and grammatical error. Letters should be free of obscenities
and personal attacks, and should contain correct and factual information.
Please keep letters to under 350 words.
Include a daytime phone number at which the author can be reached.

The Mirror is in room 104 of Barone Campus Center

Cartoon by Timo Wilson

Cartoon in reference to p. 1 article on new cover charges at the Seagrape.

Re-evaluating Regis:
What happens now?
BY JACK MCNAMARA

There were three guys. There was a fight. There
was also a gun.
Seems scary when you think about it, huh?
And truth be told, it is. I can't think of anybody I know who would hear the terms "school"
and "loaded weapon" and
be all like, "Sweet, what
kind?" (Well, there is
this one guy I went
to high school with
named Jean-Claude,
but never mind him).
Because after all, one
would think that people typically
view Fairfield University as this
quiet, calm place where one j
could think, right?
And Td imagine that, to
many, the idea of three non-students
from New Jersey (Lavon Cobourne,
Kareem Boston and Warren Knight) entering
campus on a bus that came from R-Bar in New
Haven and getting involved in a fight — one
of them, Cobourne, carrying a gun — is just
downright disturbing.
Well, regardless of whether the answer is yes or no, it's more than enough
for the freshmen living in Regis Hall.
I've been walking around the spot where this
altercation occurred, and let me tell you, people
are scared.
These undergrads don't like thinking about what
could happen if these guys, or even their friends,
come back to our campus.
I even heard an RA make a reference to Virginia
Tech. He's right, too; we were lucky the gun wasn't
used. And everyone in that hall has a point: What if
this mess does make its way back here again?
We keep it together, that's what.
Things rarely happen without a reason, unless
of course that thing in question was stupid.
Stupid things happen all the time for no reason
at all. I know that I'm not alone when I applaud
the actions of the residents who confronted those
three guys.

However, because one of the trio turned out to
have had a gun on him, it was a fairly stupid thing
to do, albeit probably necessary.
The best thing we can do right now is follow
my own personal mantra: live and learn. We have
most likely just experienced an isolated incident
that ended well, and I've been given the impression
that we'll be better prepared if something like this
happens again.
From here on in, I would think that students will
probably lock their doors, remember the extension
for Public Safety, be smart and be ready to kick some
ass if push comes to shove, or alternatively,
know how to get the hell out of Dodge.
The concept is not all too different from how many
will also be continuing not to trust the
Financial Aid office
after the recent loan
scandal, and more recently, the mass support
for former Gonzaga Hall
RA Laura DeFrancesco '08, who was
unjustly fired.
Bad stuff happens, but whatever doesn't kill you just makes you
stronger.
While I don't think we're going
to see a situation like the one we just
experienced anytime soon, until then, we
just keep it together.
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Republicans
ruminate at
debate
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The question that
spins Fairfields world
CHATTIN' WITH CHAPIN
ANDREW CHAPIN

Photo illustration by Rob Fitzgeralc

Eat fresh? Republican candidates packing it in. From left: Giuliani, Huckabee, McCain, Romney and Duncan Hunter.

Romney, who was pro-choice when
he ran for governor of liberal Massachusetts, is now conveniently pro-life. He
spent half of the debate saying that he
was completely and utterly wrong for
ever thinking that women should have
the right to choose given to them by the
Supreme Court.
Giuliani's main obstacle is that he
is not strictly pro-life.
It was so depressing to watch these
men talk about immigration and abortion and fall all over themselves trying
to pander to some ultra-conservative

Instead of military reform, we're
forced to listen to Duncan Hunter talk
There is a wide variety of drinkabout how homosexuals can't serve
ing games dedicated to Republican
in the military because the other good
presidential debates, everything from
Christian soldiers won't accept them.
taking a shot every time Rudy Giuliani
Rather than talking about the war,
we
have
Romney trying to tell Arizona
mentions September 11th to chugging a
beer when one of the candidates praises
Sen. John McCain that water-boarding
isn't necessarily torture.
Ronald Reagan (two beers if they claim
that he ended the Cold War).
This country has serious issues
Unfortunately, I did not partake
that need to be solved by people who
in any of these drinking games during
are willing to bring together a currently
last Tuesday's YouTube/CNN debate
divided country. However, we have
and hence I was forced to soberly witRepublicans who refuse to talk about
ness the future of the Republican
health care but make promises to
Party.
never raise taxes.
I knew it was going to be
"Rather than talking about the war, we
The Democrats aren't perfect,
disastrous from the onset, with have Romney trying to tell Sen. John Mc- and their debates have had plenty
Mitt Romney trying to insult Cain that water-boarding isn 't necessarily of petty bickering.
Giuliani for immigrants in New torture."
But at least when Barack
York City, and Giuliani brilliantly
Obama insulted Hillary Clinton in
rebutting by arguing that Romney
last October's debate it was about
had immigrants cutting the lawn of his sect they feel they need to appease.
her voting on Iraq, and not her penchant
Massachusetts mansion.
What about real immigration laws for hiring illegal landscapers.
Instead of putting forth a real plat- that recognize that we have illegal imFormer North Carolina Sen. John
form on immigration — and perhaps migrants in this country, recognize they Edwards took time to emphasize his
recognizing the fact that it is a very committed crimes by coming here, but comprehensive health care plan, which
real problem in our country — each also recognize that they are invaluable has a universal health care goal.
of the candidates tried to prove that he assets to our economy?
New Mexico Gov. Bill Richardson
hated the idea of amnesty more than any
What about real abortion debates spoke passionately about improving the
one else. Because, apparently, to run a that accept that no woman ever wants education system (something that can't
country you have to really, really hate to have an abortion and accept that be done without the taxes the Republiimmigrants.
fully outlawing abortion doesn't greatly cans so stridently despise). All spoke
However, the only thing you have reduce abortion rates, just makes them of trying to fix the damage caused by
to hate more than immigrants is the more dangerous?
the Iraq War.
legalization of abortion.
It won't happen, because since the
I'm not saying the Democrats have
Mike Huckabee, the governor of Republican Party has been hijacked by all the answers. All I'm saying is the ReArkansas, is effectively running an anti- the super-conservatives, real dialogue publicans refuse to even acknowledge
choice campaign.
has vanished.
the real questions.
BY KATIE BARRY

Letter of Intent further exploits student-athletes
BY CHRIS SIMMONS

contract negotiations. The NLI was founded in 1964 by an
athletic representative from Texas Tech and in 1995 was taken
Imagine being 18 years old and making one of the biggest over by the SEC with the NLI Steering Committee run by five
decisions of your life. You then sign a contract that gives you conference commissioners. There is no student input.
basically no rights or flexibility. You do it because everyone
Yet another reason is that the NLI program is not even
else does.
run by the NCAA. It is run by the Collegiate Commissioners
Every year, hundreds of young athletes sign National Let- Association.
.
ters of Intent [NLI] declaring their decision to
NCAA president told Sports Illustrated
play for a particular institution.
writer Seth Davis the NCAA's only role is to
Signing this contract forces the school to
"reconcile the books. ... So, we're doing the
honor its scholarship commitment to the athlete.
paperwork, we're not running it."
However, this is only true if the admissions departTo play an NCAA sport, there is no reason
ment accepts the athlete. Of course, no university
to sign a NLI. It seems that players only do
would ever reject a prospective athlete in order to
so to hype themselves by televising their final
free up a scholarship for a better prospect. '.
decisions.
If the player signs and the coach is subseNo one has yet challenged the legality of this
quently fired,-the school has' rib obligation to
contract, but it is possible the contract wouldn't
release the athlete from the agreement. The NLI
hold up in court, according to Pete Rush who said
says, "I understand I have signed this NLI with
in Sports Illustrated that it could be challenged
FLOYD
the institution and not for a particular sport or
on the grounds of "unconscionability."
individual."
College sports are billion dollar businesses, and the NCAA
Athletes are going to have to spend most of their college has no reason to give students any more rights.
career with their team or coach. It is a major part of the process
Yet, sometimes it isn't even 18-year-olds making these
of deciding where to attend school.
decisions.
Why would any athlete choose to play for someone he or
For the second straight year, USC has received a verbal
she hates?
commitment to play basketball from an eighth-grader. An athlete
But if the athlete doesn't get along with his/her new coach, can go back on a verbal commitment, unlike the with an NLI,
the athlete could still be stuck playing for the team. If the but it is still considered seedy.
player chooses not to honor the NLI — decide not to attend
USC Head Coach Tim Floyd received a commitment earlier
the school with whom he/she signed — he/she must sit out a this season from Ryan Boatwright, 14, who had yet to decide
season and lose a season of eligibility. So, if your coach gets on a high school, much less a college.
fired and you want to break your commitment, you won't play
Decisions as important as these should be made with more
until sophomore year.
care and with more rights given to the athletes. The schools
Another problem is that athletes don't have a say in the certainly make enough money off these students as it is.

College runs on five words put together to form
the most indifferent, unfriendly social-networking
tool, rivaled only by sex with bosses for career gain:
"What are you doing tonight?"
This simple, impersonal phrase is generally
texted, IMed or stated without even a conversation
starter like, "Hey."
When someone asks you what your plans are
for the night, it's almost the same as when they ask
about your Christmas break.
Plain and simple, they do not care. However,
they are obligated by the constraints of being a
Fairfield student, with all of the half smiles and
faux laughs at unfunny jokes that come with it.
The only purpose others have in propositioning
you is to better their own situation. The question is
beneficial to the person asking it because they're
looking for a ticket to the dance. And those five
meaningless words just might get them in through
the back door.
Everyone knows who their friends are, and
then everyone knows those people whom they
actually do not know at all. Sure, you remember
their name when you're pitched on a Saturday night
and you need to tell them to change that overplayed
Fairfield fave. You say hello at parties or on the
high school-like walks to class that make you realize just how small Fairfield actually is.
These are the same people who you talk to
for a couple minutes, exchanging pleasantries to
be forgotten quicker than the overall length of the
conversation. It's not that they are bad people, but
at Fairfield, they are merely faces in the crowd.
You're nice to them because they're nice to you,
and that is as far as the relationship goes.
And neither of you would have it any other
way. It is kind of like low maintenance friendships,
where no real feeling or emotion is exchanged.
They're around for some of the good times and then
they're not. When college is over, they'll fall into
the whirlpool of melded college memories.
My observation is not solely isolated to
Fairfield. You are surrounded by acquaintances
all throughout your life, people whom you know
in passing, good for a shake of the hand and a
complementary question about the family.
At Fairfield, however, those who live on
campus in close quarters such as the quad or the
townhouses understand just how overlapping this
place can be. Even if you live at the beach, there
are plenty of exchanges facilitated more out of
being recognized than actually caring.
My complaint is not in being friendly or socializing, but rather in the superficial lives that we all
lead. While it is impossible to be completely real,
that is not my focus. What is more important, however, is the realization that most of the memories
we create at Fairfield are merely recycled Post-its
on indiscriminate, drunk nights.
So, is that to say that everyone has to be everyone else's friend? No, nor should they rise up
and tell off every kid they consider to be even the
most mild of acquaintances.
Take a look at those around you the next time
you're at a party; for all the college banter and
loud exclamations of intoxicated freedom in the
air, it's nothing more than useless fodder that will
inevitably be forgotten tomorrow.
And that is the beauty of it. We live a life at
Fairfield of fleeting relations, whether sexual or
non-sexual, and we take from them what we will.
They fall into our grossly short-term memory with
such repetitiveness that we cannot even distinguish
that one, "What are you doing tonight?" from any
other.
So, the next time someone asks you what
you're doing for the night, just say, "I'll see you
later."
Chances are, you probably will even if you
don't really want to.

Editor: Marie Montgomery
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Happening
Movies & TV
"ER" will air its 300th episode
Thursday, Dec. 6 at 10 p.m. on
NBC. See article on p. 8.
The New Haven Underground
Film Festival will be at
Acoustic Cafe on Thursday, Dec.
6 at 8 p.m. Admission is $10.
"The Golden Compass" opens
nationwide Friday, Dec. 7. See
article on p. 8.
"Atonement" opens
nationwide Friday, Dec. 7.
"A Shot at Love with Tila
Tequila" season finale will be
on Tuesday, Dec. 11 on MTV at
10 p.m.
Contributed Photo

Concerts &

The Dickens classic comes to life: The Westport Playhouse brings the show back for a second year.

A Christmas tradition made anew

Performances
"A Class Act" opens Thursday,
Dec. 6 at 8 p.m. at the Pepsico
Theater. Additional shows are
Saturday, Dec. 8 at 2 p.m. and
8 p.m., and Sunday, Dec. 9 at 2
p.m. General admission is $12
and $5 for students.
Jazz Ensemble's Winter
Concert will be Thursday, Dec.
6 at 7 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. in the
Wien Experimental Theatre
at the Quick Center. General
admission is $8.
Comedian Johnny Cardinale
will perform in the lower level
of the BCC on Friday, Dec. 7 at
7 p.m. See article at right.
A cappella group Rockapella
will perform its "Holiday
Concert" Friday, Dec. 7 at 8 p.m.
General admission starts at $30,
student tickets are available for
$15, and day of rush tickets (if
available) are $5.
Winter concert of Fairfield's
own a cappella group The
Sounds will be Saturday, Dec.
8 at 7 p.m. at Alumni House.
Admission is $1.
American Idol
Clay Aiken will
be at Mohegan Sun
on Sunday, Dec. 9 at
7 p.m. Tickets are
$35.
Send in your What's Happening
events to mirror.entertainment©
gmail.com.

BY LISA

M.

FRAZIER

Charles Dickens's most beloved story
returns to the stage in the Westport Country
Playhouse's second annual offering of "AChristmas Carol." This classic holiday tale chronicles the nocturnal adventure
of Ebenezer Scrooge, as the three spirits of
Christmas inspire him to recognize the true
meaning of Christmas.
Tazewell Thompson, artistic director
for WCP and adaptor/director of both Carol
productions, plans to make Dickens's story
a yearly holiday tradition at the Westport
Country Playhouse.
"As a child, my grandmother, gave me
Grimm's Fairy Tales and Hans Christian An-

derson and Dickens," said Thompson. "What
I most enjoyed about Dickens's writing was that
he took me on great storytelling journeys, and
he portrayed bold, edgy, idiosyncratic characters
who were very lively and colorful. His work
showed me a great panorama of mankind."
Regular patrons of the Westport Country
Playhouse will be happy to see that the majority of last year's cast have returned to reprise
their roles. Actors include numerous members of local theater organizations as well as
Broadway and Off-Broadway productions.
Among the returning actors in this year's
production are Wynn Harmon, returning as
the cynical Scrooge, and the adorable Luke
Sauer, returning as Tiny Tim.
Similar to last year, the stage is set with
several mobile props and light effects. Costumes are a bit simpler and less extravagant

in comparison to the previous production,
which complements the economic hardships
of the Victorian era but still emulates bright
holiday decor.
Having seen the production last year,
1 think this season's adaptation is far better and truer to the Victorian time period.
First-time exhibitioners will no doubt enjoy
the whimsical air of traditional English
fare as they listen to countless songs and
carols, such as "Christmas is Coming" and
"Carol of the Bells." The children in this
production will pull at your heartstrings
with their innocence of character and the
vastness of talent.
A" Christmas Carol" will run until Dec.
2 with afternoon and evening performances.
Ticket and season information is also available at www.westportplayhouse.org.

Johnny Cardinale sings funny
BY MELISSA MANN

Stand-up comedy meets the
Fray? With Johnny Cardinale,
that's what it's all
about.
Astand-up comedian of eight years, Cardinale
combines popular music and his
guitar with funny comic skits. The
Mirror was able to catch up with
Cardinale before his performance
at Fairfield on Friday night.
The Mirror: How did you
get into stand-up comedy?
Johnny Cardinale: I used
to do some sketch comedy and
some singing and songwriting,
and I just kind of fell into doing
stand-up. I still do the singing
and songwriting, but stand-up
has sort of taken over.
TM: Your acts involve a lot
of guitar music. How long have
you been playing?
JC: Since I was young,
probably about 15, and I was

self-taught. I wanted to learn it
well enough to accompany myself and to get chicks. Those are
the two reasons I picked it up, if
we're going to be honest here.
TM: What inspired you to
combine your singing and songwriting with stand-up?
JC: I was in a sketch group,
like "SNL," and I just happened
to write some comedic songs
for the group, and they became
really popular. When the group
kind of dissolved, I said let's hit
the stand-up clubs and use some
of these songs. It was a hit right
off the bat.
TM: How about one of the
funniest things you 've had happen while doing a show?
JC: I was performing at
Hollywood Improv a little over
a year ago, emceeing the show.
So, I would go on between acts,
and my guitar was plugged in
flat at the very back of this really long stage. So, Michael

Contributed Photo

Combining his passion for stand-up and singing: Cardinale will be at Fairfield this Friday in the lower level of the BCC
at 7 p.m.
Richards came in and wanted to
go on stage, and of course we
let him, 'cause he was Michael
Richards; he was a star. He was
doing a bunch of wild antics,
running and jumping around
on stage, and he fell backwards
and stepped on my guitar and
cracked it. When he got off
stage, I ran out to the lobby of
the comedy club and I had to sit
there with Michael Richards for
about 15 minutes explaining that
he broke my guitar and I needed

a new one. Finally the manager
of the club came out, and Michael Richards said, "Take this
guy, get him a new guitar, and
I'll pay for it."
So, the guitar I use now
Michael Richards bought. And
I had to give him my old crap
guitar so he could hang it in his
house because he thought it was
hilarious that he broke someone
else's guitar.
See the full interview at
fairfieldmirror.com.
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'ER' turns 300
BY MARIE MONTGOMERY

Before "Grey's Anatomy" dominated Thursday night television,
there was another medical show
that reigned for years: "ER." This
Thursday, "ER," the second-longestrunning drama behind "Law and
Order," will air its 300th episode.
However, the prime time drama may
Contributed Photos
be celebrating its last episode marker This might be the end: Above, the original cast of "ER."
as well, with rumors that the show is Below, the new cast of "ER."
slated to end.
Started in 1994, the show was
originally based on a novel by Michael Crichton, the writer of "Jurassic
Park." The show was originally going to be a movie directed by Steven
Spielberg. When Spielberg went to
direct "Jurassic Park," the show was
handed over to NBC where Spielberg
remained a producer. Since then, it
has yet to move from its Thursday
night time slot. Although the time
"ER" has tried to rebound by adding new cast
slot has remained the same, the cast
hasn't. Originally the show included Anthony members like John Stamos for it's 13th season,
Edwards, George Clooney and Sherry Stringfield. but there seems to be no saving it. Earlier this
The show, much like "Grey's Anatomy," featured season the longest running cast member Laura
heart-pounding medical situations mixed with Innes, who started on season two, left the show.
With none of the original cast members, it
the romantic drama of the dreamy cast members.
When Clooney left the show in 1995 to pursue his makes one wonder why NBC didn't just give the
movie career, the show held on to the top ratings show a new name. Then, maybe people wouldn't
for a few more years.
be asking, "Is that show still on the air?" At this
One of the main causes for the ratings decline point, the show has transformed so much that it is
of "ER" was NBC's loss of the Thursday night hard to believe that "ER" was once the top-rated
market. Shows such as "Friends" and "Seinfeld" show on television.
With 13 seasons under its belt, many think
dominated Thursday night television on NBC,
providing a great leftover audience for "ER," it is time to say goodbye to "ER." Recently,
which followed them with its 10 p.m. time slot. MSNBC rated "ER" one of the five shows that
Audiences began to shift to other television dra- should be cancelled, along with "Survivor," "24"
mas including "CSI" and "Grey's Anatomy" in and "The Simpsons." At this point, not even a
team of doctors could save this medical drama.
2005, losing even more "ER" viewers.

intrigue

A new adventure awaits you: 'The Golden Compass' opens nationwide Friday.

'Compass' a brand new fantasy
-#^1^1-# *jt

BY MICHAEL FISCHETTI

If you are tired of watching your
copy of "Lord of the Rings: Return of
6
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Movie. Jtevtew*
/;." /*
extended
edi-

tion, for the umpteenth time and are
in denial that the Harry Potter movies
are soon coming to a close, fear not.
There is a new trilogy of fantasy films
that you can fixate on: "The Golden
Compass," adapted from books by
Philip Pullman.
"Compass" tells the story of Lyra
(Dakota Blue Richards), an orphan
who lives in a magical universe that
is threatened by a dictatorship. When
Lyra's friend is captured, she goes on
a quest to find him.
The characters she meets range
from a cowboy-style, captain of a
zeppelin-type vessel (Sam Elliot) to an
ex-prince-turned-polar bear (Ian McKellen) for hire. The cast also includes
"Casino Royale" stars Daniel Craig and
Eva Green, as well as former Sith lord

a hair salon

Christopher Lee. They are all entirely
underused and have a combined screen
time of 15 minutes. In fact the only star
who actually gets a good amount of
screen time is Nicole Kidman as Marisa
Coulter, who is somewhere betweena
hero and a villain.
"Compass" is a solid movie. It
takes a lot of time to set up, but once
they get all of the exposition out of
the way, the fun begins. The acting is
good, but Elliot and McKellen steal the
movie. The film also has its two big
CGI-filled fight sequences, which will
please anyone — fantasy fan or not.
What surprised me most about
this film is that Chris Weitz, the film's
director, has some directing chops.
However, it would appear that "The
Golden Compass" is something he
could hold up and match to his brother
Paul, whose only real credit is "In Good
Company."

coming Sofiy

Special student pricing with Krystin or Krista
• 25% off color and highlights
• Women's cuts - $40

f^y Tanning

• $15 Haircuts for Men on Mon. Tues. & Wed.

Student Special
15% off products
with your Stag Card
www.intriguehair.com

Are you tired of membership fees?
Automatic renewal fees?

RATED #1 IN FAIRFIELD FOR HIGHLIGHTS

Uncertified salespeople?

Wella, Goldwell, Mairix

1275 Post Road The Brick Walk
Fairfield 254-1015

Hours: Won. 10:00a.m. -2:00p.m
lues. I'hui 9:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wed 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Fri 9:00 am. • 5:00 p.m.

Old tanning bulbs?

Fairfield University
Student Only Special"
CHOICE #1

GREAT STUDENT RATES!
$

flf ■•HI *t«

-I r

!.»•

FREE DELIVERY'

CHOICE #2
Large Cheess
&24it»r$eda

cswi«i ataiHMa)

Tan
Buy I Tan, Get 1 Tan Free

For 5 Tans
i

fmPwaw

1871 Black Rock Tpk.
Fairfield | 203-367-8540

trW&VB

SUte

Any Large S*l*d |1
G.r Garlic Bread H

FREE

[S
mf,

Any 3 G rind©f s
Goto™ FREE

i|

CHOICE #4

■ jut jBfc JK Jan

|i

FREE

15.00

CHOICE #3

UK

>Mk

*t

I «K

CHOICE #5
2 Ltf ge Cheese
.08 K<
iMtmi Kff#$ KM

CHOICE #6
|I
2 Large Piixas
H
w/2 Topping*
!
i 0* Rirffita Hints FR1E
it

4MHRMMNM

1

«^jWSi(| si JB*

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers.

1871 Black Rock Tpk
Fairfield | 203-367-8540

With mis coupon. Mot valid with other offers.
J

L

1871 BLACK ROCK TPK I FAIRFIEID I 203-367-8540
(Shaw's Plaza Next to Soccer Post)

I
I
I
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Students turn Fairfield into a festival of lights
tions springing up across campus.
Spme "students said they would have
liked a little more time to breathe between
Radios blaring 'N SYNC's "Merry the holidays.
Christmas, Happy Holidays." Miniature
"At first it was really nice, because
plastic pine trees covered with tinsel. Doors Christmas Time is supposed to put you in
wrapped in shiny red and green paper.
good spirits. But now all the stress of finals
An explosion of color and lights approaching it just seems like it started too
rocked campus residence halls and town- early. It feels like Christmas should be here
houses last week as students returned from already," said Erin Schneider '10.
Thanksgiving break with holiday spirit on
Others, including Nadine Hovnanian
their minds.
'09, disagreed.
Vivian Carballo ' 10 said she was sur"Our December here is cut short since
prised by the hustle and bustle she found we go home for the holidays, so you can't
upon entering the Ignatian Residential really start too early because you want a
College after vacation.
chance to celebrate on campus with your
friends," she
said.
Ty pical
decorations
found around
the residence
halls in the quad
include stockings hung on
doors, giant red
bows, strings of
mini-lights and
winter-themed
window decals.
Some students took their
decorating to
the next level.
Kris ten
Rossi '08 and
Lorraine Lampe/The Mirror
her fellow
Light-en up: Jogues Hall residents show hall pride with holiday decor.
housemates
constructed
"I feel that it's Christmas time; it's their own mini-fireplace out of brown bags,
hard to explain. You can just tell people are cardboard boxes, black garbage bags and
excited that the semester is almost over," paper towel rolls.
"It adds a little cheer. Decorating at
said Carballo.
However, not every student was happy school makes our townhouse feel like
about the immediate abundance of decora- home," said Rossi.
BY MICHELLE MORRISON

JDoil t t&O OUt!

Alison Decker '10 took advantage big plans for her house.
of the FUSA wreath decorating event last
"It's fun here because there are all
Thursday to design something unusual: a the neighbors around decorating too," she
holiday wreath sporting a stuffed monkey said.
and drink umbrellas.
Many Fairfield students will certainly
"It's something that makes me laugh be decking their halls this holiday season.
every time I see it, which helps during finals
James Maresca '10 said, "We just figwhen you're stressed," said Decker.
ure that we're going to go nuts."
i*
i
i
Other students decided
that holiday decorations would
make their room more cozy.
"I put up my tree that
Don't get too carried away in your
I've had in my bedroom since
decorating. The Student Handbook regulates
I was a little girl," said Beth
,which decorations are allowed and which
are prohibited.
<
Anne Voight-Jause '10. "I
got into the habit because I
Natural Christmas trees are not perwanted to spread^the love and
mitted in any student residence (including
the cheer."
townhouses and apartments). Light stands
Jenna Nolan ' 10 agreed.
are permitted, but cannot be in doorways,
"It definitely brings the
and must have mini-lights, not larger bulbs.
Christmas spirit in and brings a
No decorations or other room furnishings
piece of home here to school,"
may be attached to or suspended from light \
she said.
fixtures or fire-safety equipment.
Lavine said that her roommate brought decorations back
Here are some other fun facts about
from Thanksgiving break to
holiday decorations:
celebrate the holidays. These
included two cutout Hanukkah
•
The first Christmas tree retail lot
menorahs in honor of Lavine's
in the United States was started in
half-Jewish heritage.
1851 in New York by Mark Carr.
Fr. Michael Doody, diChristmas trees take an average of
rector of Campus Ministry,
7-10 years to mature
said that because Fairfield
Fake Christmas trees were invented
is a Catholic school, most
by a company that made toilet bowl
of the decorations are likely
brushes, the Addis Brush Company,
to be in honor of the Advent
according to christmastree.org.
season. However, Doody saidi
Thomas Edison's assistant. Edward
he welcomes decorations that
Johnson, came up with the idea of
electric lights for Christmas trees
represent other faiths.
"I'd say, have at it!" he
in 1882.
The first state to officially recogsaid.
nize the Christmas holiday was
Off-campus Fairfield stuAlabama.
dents found ways to deck out
E
their homes as well.
Fairfield beach resident
Kristen Freaso '08 said she has

Students not worried about rising beer prices

of the U.S. dollar.
Abrahamson said that people have started to notice a
slight change but nothing too significant that could actively
While $2 Tuesdays are sticking around at the Grape,
affect business.
it seems that students may soon be bypassing the Corona
Other Fairfield students said have no intention
Light for Natty Ice at liquor stores. According to the U.S.
of changing drinking habits because of rising alcohol
Department of Labor, beer prices have gone up 3 percent
prices.
since May, and there is no end in sight.
"Well, I already buy cheap beer because, as a colWith the increased prices in barley, hops and malt
lege student, I can't afford to buy expensive beer all the
— the three main ingredients in many beers — beer
time," said Caitlin Moroney '08. "But no, I don't think
manufacturers have been paying higher costs to make
the prices will change my drinking habits, because if I
beer, which then affects consumers.
want classy beer, I want classy beer and a $2 increase
The rising prices have been linked to harsh weather
isn't going to faze me," she said.
conditions in the places where these ingredients are
Murphy agreed, saying that students in college are
grown, along with crop failures and the government
already
buying the cheapest beer anyway.
pushing farmers to invest in growing corn to use for
"I
would
pay more for a 30-rack any day of the
ethanol production, according to an article in USA
week
than
buying
anything with hard alcohol," she
Today.
said.
Although beer prices are spiking, the rise has yet to
Students said they hope that this change in price
alter consumers' decisions to buy beer. Mark Abrahamwon't affect how much they pay for a drink at the bar,
son, owner of Mo's Wine and Spirits in Fairfield, said
which can sometimes be as much as $8 each.
that there has been no change in the amount of people
Either way, it does not seem like the price change
who buy beer at his store.
will hinder the party scene at Fairfield.
"People are still going to buy beer," said Abraha"Let's face it, if you're going to have a party of
mson. "For college students you may have noticed a $ 1
100 of your closest friends, the best choice is a keg of
increase in beer prices, but that's all."
cheap beer and jungle juice," said Moroney.
Even with this $ 1 increase, many Fairfield students
Rienzi agreed, saying that locking the basements in
said they have not even recognized a change.
Cough it up: How much would you pay to get the party started?
the townhouses — hot spots for loud parties — probably
"I can't say I have noticed any increase in the price,
impacted Fairfield's drinking scene more than increasand unless there is a significant, noticeable increase, I
Abrahamson also mentioned that liquor imported ing beer prices have thus far.
will continue to purchase it," said Mark Rienzi '08.
While the increased prices in beer will continue into
Taylor Murphy '08 agreed and said it will not affect from overseas has seen a steady increase in price over
the
New
Year, it appears the beer will continue to flow like
the
past
year.
Liquor,
wine
and
beer
from
Europe
have
her personal beer consumption.
water
here
at Fairfield.
"Beer is like gas to college kids. Regardless of the price become more expensive due to the weak buying power

BY MARY THERESE CHURCH

going up, kids are not going to stop buying it," she said.
However, malt and hops are not the only reasons behind the higher cost of beer. Resources used in producing
beer, such as glass, aluminum, cardboard and labor have
also become more costly for beer manufacturers, according
to the USA Today article.
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A league of their own
When fantasy football becomes your reality
simple. The winner of a team selects players based on their position. The owner also
selects back-up players to account for injury,

Every year after I find myself in the
basement (last place) of my league, I declare
In late September, I sat nervously at a
that I will never participate in another fantasy
cheap, fold-out table and reached
football league, only to find myself
my hand into a baseball cap hoping
reaching into that baseball hat
to remove a small crumpled piece of
come early autumn again later
paper that had No. 1 written on it. It
that year.
was in this moment that I realized
As my roommate can attest
to my angry shouts at the televihow it feels to be in control of my
sion every Sunday afternoon, I
own football team. My own fantasy
hate my fantasy team.
football team, that is.
The guys on my team suck,
Fantasy football has evolved
and the ones who are decent
from a low-key cult among hardnever seem to be in my starting
core football fans with a gambling
lineup when they do well.
fix into a multi-million dollar inI do not take blame for the
dustry that encompasses everyone
and their mother, literally. One of
fact that my team sucks more than
a porn star. Tom Brady became
the leagues I am currently in has
a touchdown machine after he
a mother, two grandmothers and a
knocked up a model, Randy Moss
great-grandfather participating.
apparently "decided to play," and
Countless sports Web sites, inTony Romo got over that botched
cluding media giants cbssportsline.
snap and started to play like he
com and espn.com, now offer gratis
wasn't a Dallas Cowboy.
league management services to any
Meanwhile, Stephen Jackgroup of armchair general managers
son and the Rams forgot how to
willing to form a league.
score, Larry Johnson got hurt,
These Web sites receive so
and Shaun Alexander ... I don't
many daily hits from sports junkies
Photo Illustration by Lorraine Lampe even know what he's been doing
that they are provided free of charge
because of the enormous amount of Another reason to watch the NFL: Fantasy football gives fans a chance to 'get into' the game. From left: Chris in Seattle.
Simmons '10, associate sports editor; Keith Connors '10, online sports editor; Tom Geary '10, sports editor; Joe
I'm not sure if it's the rush
revenue drawn through advertising
Carretta '10, assistant news editor.
of being involved in a team sport
spots within the site's pages.
Hundreds of Web sites, hotlines and bye weeks (weeks during which teams don't play one another, and the team with the most once again, the power trip I can go on when
magazines have also sprung up and are selling play) or to have a different player if another points is declared the winner for that week, I want to cut or trade a player, or the title of
themselves on guarantees that they will help one isn't doing well.
just like in professional football.
team manager that I see under my name when
the average Joe (no pun intended here) fantasy
In the league I am a part of, every week
The team with the best record at the I log in that keeps me coming back to this
owner tear through his/her leagues faster than a quarterback, two running backs, two receiv- end of the regular season wins the league, fictitious world of football.
Or maybe, as Luda put it, it's just "my
John Madden at a Thanksgiving buffet.
ers, a kicker and a tight end are "started." bragging rights and usually a considerable
fafafafantta-sy."
The concept of Fantasy Football is fairly When a player is "started," his statistics for amount of money.
BY JOE CARRETTA

the week (i.e. touchdowns, yards, interceptions, fumbles) will determine how many
points he earns for your team. Different teams

Fairfield
UNIVERSITY

Fairfield
UNIVERSITY

Office of (RES)idence Life
(RES)ident Staff Selection
2008-2009

Become an RA
(RES)ist apathy

CAREER CORNER
On-Campus Recruiting & Internship Application Deadlines
December

Being a (RES)idence Life staff member provides you
the opportunity to directly impact your peers and
gain {quality leadership experience."
If you are inte(RES)ted in applying, please attend an
information session listed below arid stop by the
Office of Residence Life to receive an application
.and (earn more about positions available.
For questions please contact Area Coordinator, Michael Labella
(203) 254-4215, mlabellf@mail.fairfteld.edu
Check us out on FaceBook tool
Search for the group: (res)life

Information Sessions
Thurs. December 6th at 12:30pm (BCC 206)
Wed. December 12th at 12:00pm (BCC 206)
Tues. January 15th at 8:00pm (BCC 200)
Thurs. January 17th at 3:30pm (BCC 200)
Tues. January 22nd at 7:00pm (Ciaver 2nd Floor Lounge)
Tues. January 22nd at 7:00pm (Campion 4th Floor Lounge)
Tues. January 22nd at 8:00pm (Dolan 3rd Floor Commons)
Wed. January 23rd at 7:00pm (Regis Ground Floor Lounge)
Wed. January 23rd at 8:00pm (Jogues 1st Floor Lounge)
Thurs. January 24th at 8:00pm (Gonzaga 1st Floor Lounge)
Thurs. January 24th at 9:30pm (Loyola Commons)
Mon. January 28th at 12:00pm (BCC 206)
Tues. January 29th at 6:30pm (BCC 200)
Wed. January 30th at 3:30pm (BCC 200)
Thurs. January 31st at 6:30pm (BCC 206)

GE
GE
First Investors Corp
AX A Equitable

Finance Internship
Global Client Services Internship
Financial Representative
Financial Representative

12/6/07
12/6/07
12/7/07
12/7/07

Be sure to check eRecruiting while you are on break for updates!

What Can I Do With This Major?
Visit our NEWEST resource to explore career options available by majors. A career decision is often based upon interests, values, skills, abilities and environments. This
one stop tool can help you investigate and discover career possibilities
you've never considered.
You may want to view information from multiple majors to explore a
wider range of opportunities.
To access the link visit fairfield.edu/cpc, select Student Information and
select "What Can I Do With This Major" on the right side.

Congratulations to all who have accepted employment!!ft
We'd like to know where you will be working...
If you have received and accepted an employment offer, please e-mail the
Career Planning Center at cpc@mail.fairfield.edu
or contact us at (203) 254-4081.
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said / SHE said
Hi

Jackie lautom

women
befr
^~s

mill

In elementary school, boys had
cooties. By the eighth grade, we
went to the movies in co-ed groups
of 20, mapping out who everyone
would sit next to while our parents
drove us to the theater. In high school
we dated, but for superficial reasons
(i.e. quarterback of the football team.)
We've always had relationships with
guys, but were we ever really friends
with them? The boys who chased us
around the playground did it because
they liked us, not because they
wanted us to play Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles.
In "When Harry Met Sally,"
Harry nails it when he says, "Men
and women can't be friends, because
the sex part always gets in the way."
: it doesn't have to be sex; it can

be the tiniest hint of physical attraction. That's why there are only three
instances in which guys and girls
can be friends.
He is the boyfriend of your
girlfriend. You and this guy are
not attracted to one another because he's dating your friend. He
asks your advice on Christmas
presents and Valentine's Day plans,
he'll call you if she's not picking up
her phone,and he might set you up
with his roommate. If the relationship ends, so does your friendship
with him. If it doesn't, prepare to
endure the cold shoulder.
He's such a "nice guy."
When a girl describes a guy as "really nice" or "absolutely hilarious,"
she's saying she would never hook

up with him. If, however, said
gets too drunk and goes home with
her "nice friend," I bet they won't
be just friends in the morning.
Turns out, he's gay. You've
known Pete your whole life. You
went to the same schools, hung
out with the same people, and
told each other everything. He
took you to senior prom and didn't
try to make a move at the afterparty (warning #1). When it was
time to leave for college, you both
cried your eyes out (warning #2).
After one semester at school, Pete
dropped the bomb on you. Don't
worry, your friendship will remain
intact. It's safe to assume that Pete
was never attracted to you, and he
definitely never will be.

1 2 DECEMBER 6, 2007
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COFFEE BREAK

QUESTION OF THE WEEK
by Anastasia Alimaras

Minor

What's your favorite tradition
about the upcoming holidays?

Santa's coming-... OH MY
GOD, Santa! I know him!!

Going Christmas caroling
and drinking eggnog.

— Lauren Wood '08

- Jared Elliot '09

-!i-.L-

Celebrating Kwanza and getting
lots of presents. I also get to spend a
lot of time with my family, which
I don't get to do a lot while I'm at
school since I am an athlete.

Kisses under the mistletoe!
- Meg Krueger '08

— Baendu Lowenthal '09
-<fJf-

COMING SOON!
AIRBRUSH TANNING & AIRBRUSH TATTOOS!

tt

COFFEE BREAK

www.fairfieldmirror.com
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College Crossword
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Know when to Hold'Em.
ACROSS
1. upward
6. stomp with feet
10. halt
14. last community card
15. sub, to some
16. Goodyear product
17. part of a hummed refrain,
with la
18. This baby's got back
19. Type of precipitation
20. Oracle CEO Larry
22. ogled
24. Everyone throws into the pot
25. OC-type shows
26. Person renting an apartment
29. Achitd, slangily
30. Mine discovery
31. He had an Inferno
33. Witch homonym
37. When a person bets recklessly
(with on)
39. Crazy ones
41. Three at the card table
42. With red, a part of the UV
spectrum
44. Ancient type of pole
46. Human appendage
47. Put into
49. Turn off some of the lights
51. failed
54. leaf collector
55. type of enzyme
56. with smooth skills
59. near the ear
60.13-18 years old
62. pass on
64. ancient German alphabetic
character
65. contact follower
66. bets the farm (2 wds.)
67. imitates
68. otherwise
69. screams

by Joshua O'Connell

DOWN
1. Picasso outcome
2. Italian money, formerly
3. deformed circle
4. the boys
5. taught
6. large struggle
7. keep (with in)
8. spherical object
9. street person
10.4-8 of diamonds
11. princess topping
12. projecting bay window
13. to be undecided
21.take
23. think
25. Drained of all energy
26. Unit of money in Lesotho
27. Poetic name of Ireland
28. Your own identity

29. Was on one's feet
32. Made mention of
34. Iraq, formerly
35. Wrap up
36. Church song
38. Three of the best card (2 wds.)
40. Type of car
43. Music enhancers
45. Step aside (2 wds.)
48. Character in a popular comic
50. A transaction done again
51. Fauna counterpart
52. Turned on (2 wds.)
53. Ponder a viewpoint
54. Shampoo action, with repeat
56. parts of a yuan
57. Windows have one
58. Austin's nemesis doc
61. It's electric
63. Follows ems

Looking for the answers? Head online to check
your answers at www.fairfieldmirror.com

Week of
12/3/07

2889 Fairfleld Ave., Bridgeport CT 06605

100% Organic/Fair Trade

Hours:
Sunday through Thursday

Coffee and Teas

11 a.m. -11 p.m.
Friday & Saturday

11 a.m. - midnight

Ssdexho
Campus Services

Fairfield Automotive Service
Same Owner • Same Service • Since 1977
John and David Bogardus

Complete Foreign and
Domestic Auto Repair
2149 Post Road
Fairfield, CT 06821

(203) 259-6500
We Sell Quality Used Cars

fax (203) 259-2787
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'Trust' fuels women's basketball team
CONTINUED FROM P.

16

team," said Frager. "I think you have to have that trust, and
that trust is starting to build on the defensive end of the
floor with these guys."
With MAAC play starting soon, Frager is looking for
the team to build off of its success.
"I think we can improve on everything," said Frager.
"We need to become a better defensive team than we are
right now. I would like us to be more consistent with our
offensive execution."
The defense can be inconsistent as well, with the Stags
allowing an average of 31.4 points in the second half as
opposed to 21.4 in the first.
The offense is led by Caskin, who is averaging 4.7 assists per game along with 4.7 rebounds per game. She is putting up those numbers while playing 35.3 minutes per game.
She was on the court for the entire Villanova game.
"You've got to win the games you can win as they
present themselves," said Frager. "When you've got an opportunity to win a game, you need to play a starter an extra
four or five minutes; you're going to do that.
"Until we get other players who step up and show us
they deserve to play significant minutes, we can't put guys
out there just for the sake of doing that. We have some young
players who still need to learn before we can trust them to
be in there 18 minutes a game."
Fairfield begins its MAAC play Thursday against St.
Peter's on the road. The Stags then return to Alumni Hall
to face Marist on Sunday.
Marist has been receiving votes for the AP Top 25
Poll and made the Sweet 16 last season. However, Frager
downplayed the significance of the game, choosing instead
Peter Caty/The Mirror
to take the season one game at time.
Looking for an opening: Baendu Lowenthal '09 looked to
"That's not coach speak at all," said Frager. "A league make a pass as the women's basketball team rolled to angame is a league game. Marist will be a huge game when other victory, bouncing back from a loss at Villanova to beat
Maine 76-54 at Alumni Hall on Sunday.
we get to it."

Womens basketball notebook
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Fairfield's defense is 24th in the nation and first in the MAAC in scoring defense, allowing 52.9 points per
game. The national leader is UConn with 41.7 points per game.
The Stags' offense is ranked No. 21 nationally and is first in the MAAC in field-goal percentage, shooting 46.9
percent from the floor. However, Fairfield's scoring offense is only ranked No. 182, scoring 63.9 points per
game. Fairfield is tied for fourth in the, MAAC with Niagara.
The Stags' rebounding margin is also No. 24 in the nation and No. 1 in the MAAC as Fairfield has out-rebounded
its opponents by 9.3 rebounds per game.
Baendu Lowenthal ranks No. 21 in the nation and No.l in the MAAC, shooting 59 percent.
Stephanie Geehan ranks No. 52 in the nation and No.2 in the MAAC, pulling down 9.3 rebounds per game.
Megan Caskin ranks No. 62 in the nation and No. in the MAAC with 4.7 assists per game.
According to RealTimeRPI.com, Fairfield is ranked No. 41 in the nation and No. 73 in the Power Rankings.

-Chris Simmons

Miss 3x5?
Find it
online
this week:

Come to Alumni Hall
Women's basketball team
prepares for big game;
will fans show up?
TOM CLEARY
MIRROR SPORTS

On Sunday
the women's
EDITOR
basketball team
dismantled the
Maine Black Bears in a 76-54 victory at
Alumni Hall in front of only 650 people.
There were a few dedicated students
scattered throughout the crowd but not
enough. The super-bleachers on the far side of the building,
which were packed with students for Tuesday's men's basketball game against Yale, were nearly empty.
Only the band, FUSA President Hutch Williams '08,
men's basketball player Mamadou Diakhate '08 and a few
other students were in the cheering section.
The men's basketball team is exciting and led by a personable coach but so is the women's team. The men's basketball
team is 2-5, while the women's team is 6-1 and in the top 30
in points allowed and shooting percentage in the nation.
But no one at Fairfield knows about it.
The University spent a lot of time and money promoting
the Sacred Heart doubleheader, but it has forgotten about the
rest of the season.
FUSA and the Athletic Department did almost nothing
to promote the game against Maine on Sunday.
This coming Sunday at 1 p.m., the women return to Alumni
Hall for one of the most important games of the season.
The Marist Red Foxes head to Fairfield after receiving
votes in the Top 25 polls (they are 29th) and making the Sweet
16 in the NCAA Women's Basketball Tournament last year.
The Stags need the support of the University and its
students to help them win.
When Alumni Hall is shaking with cheers, it is a definite
advantage. Everyone saw that last year when fans filled the
Arena for the men's game against St. Francis; it helped the
Stags win.
Now, is time for the school to rally around an extremely talented women's basketball team and come out
to support them.
People may perceive women's basketball as less
exciting than men's basketball, but the great shooting,
tough defense and athletic ability of the women's team is
just as compelling.
They may not dunk, but seeing Sabra Wrice '08 steal
the ball out of nowhere and rush down the court for a layup
is just as exciting.
Come out and support your fellow students on Sunday at
Alumni Hall at 1 p.m. It will be worth your time.

Fairfield University
Put your college break to good use!

Winter Intersession Courses
Registration Open Nov. 5 through Dec. 20,2007
One Week Classroom Courses: Jan. 2-8, 2008
Six Week Online Courses: Dec. 20 - Jan. 31, 2008
Subject areas:

www.mirrorsports.
blogspot.com

3x5 returns
to print next
week!

Art History*
Applied Ethics*
American Studies
Biology*
Business
Economics
Ethics

Politics*
History*
Psychology*
Italian
Religious Studies*
Literature
Sociology
Math*
Management* Studio Arts
Music .
Writing*
(* Courses available online!)

To get course details 8c register
online: www.fairfield.edu/ucwisfu
Register by phone: (203) 254-4288
Register on campus: Registrar's office

Bring 3 college credits back to school with you!

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE AT

Fairfield
UNIVERSITY
Fairfield, Connecticut

DECEMBER

SPORTS
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Men's basketball drops four straight
BY TOM CLEARY

The men's basketball
team had a chance to win
but for the fourth-straight
time, the Stags failed to wrap
up the victory, losing 70-66
to Yale in overtime, in front
of a sold-out Alumni Hall,
including a packed student
section of close to 1,000
students.
"This was a very disappointing loss," said Head
Coach Ed Cooley. "I will
go on record saying that
this is the worst loss in my
coaching career. At home,
our crowd was terrific, the
atmosphere was great. We
are just not a smart basketball team."
Tied at 60, Fairfield,
2-6 overall, had the ball
with nine seconds left in
the game. Greg Nero '10
received the ball and threw
up a wild shot that missed
and went out of bounds.
However, the ball
went back to Fairfield

when it bounced off
a Yale player. Mike
Evanovich '09 threw
up another wild shot
and missed, sending
the game into overtime.
The Stags fell
apart in overtime and
allowed Yale to jump
out to a 66-61 lead.
Fairfield battled back
to tie the game at 66,
as junior Jonathan
Han drove and scored
on a layup.
But again, the
Stags could not wrap
up the game, as they
fouled Yale senior
ton Ollwerther/The Mirror
Eric Flato, who then
Going
up
strong:
Greg
Nero
'10
and
the
Stags
came back in the
hit two free throws.
second half, only to fall short in overtime against Yale. They ran
Warren Edney '10
out of steam in the previous game against No. 5 Georgetown.
slipped on the other
end and turned the
ball over, ending the game.
averaging 11.6 points per when the Hoyas pulled away
Nero led the way with game. "You have to do the and won by 12, 61-49.
21 points, to go along with little things, making free
Han led all Fairfield
10 rebounds, and is now av- throws and defending well, scorers with 17 points, and
eraging 10.8 points per game. and down the stretch we did the Stags only turned over
Edney had a career-high 15 not execute well. We had a the ball four times.
points, but went four chance to win the game."
The Stags head into the
for 12 in shooting,
Fairfield lost its fourth- MAAC season on Friday
while fellow fresh- straight game, dropping night with a game against
man Yorel Hawkins games to Georgetown, St. Siena at the Arena at Harbor
had nine points.
Francis (NY) and Cincinnati Yard, at 7:30 p.m.
Fairfield shot just in the past two weeks, all on
"Don't get this twisted,
13 for 26 from the the road.
2-6 isn't the end of the world.
free throw line, which
The Stags battled the You get to the NCAAs in
Cooley called a "lack No. 5 team in the country, the MAAC by winning the
of concentration."
Georgetown, in Washington MAAC. That is our goal,"
"Division I D.C., on Saturday, and near- said Cooley. "Our team rebasketball is really ly came away with an upset. cord is 0-0; that is the most
tough," said Han, the Fairfield kept the score close important thing we have to
team's leading scorer, until the final two minutes stress to our players."

Upcoming Game

nwn.

Friday, Dec. 7, 7 p.m.
Arena at Harbor Yard
vs. Siena (3-3)

Chaisson improves cheerleading team
CONTINUED FROM P.
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up in Fairfield and graduated from Sacred Heart, is currently a cheerleading
coach in Monroe, Conn.
She took over Fairfield's vacant
coaching job in early November
and had an immediate impact on the
team.
"She has been very helpful, especially because the first couple weeks
we didn't have a coach," said cocaptain Ashley Banks '08. "She knows

all the rules and regulations and has
experience coaching girls already."
Chaisson, who cheered in grammar school, is very passionate about
the sport and commented on how
much cheerleading has changed since
her days on the sidelines.
"Everything now is stunts,
whereas in my day, we never lifted
anyone," she said. "We have a tumbling coach who will start soon and

teach our girls how to perform difficult
stunts and lifts."
Even though the program has yet
to elevate itself to the level of other
athletic programs at Fairfield, the girls
are confident their best awaits them in
the future.
"We haven't reached our potential
yet but we will. Just keep watching
us," said Erica Ruggieri '10. "We've
got some tricks up our sleeves."
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On men's basketball:
Playing the blame game
BY KEITH CONNORS

Not long after his Stags dropped a gut-wrenching,
overtime thriller to a Yale, Head Coach Ed Cooley sat
on a stairwell in the depths of Alumni Hall, his head in
hands.
It was a moment of disbelief for a man who only three
days prior had watched his team stand toe-to-toe with the
fifth-ranked team in the nation.
The feeling slowly began to wear off, and when the
head coach was finally able to reflect on the Stags' 70-66
loss, he placed the blame solely on one person: himself.
"Coaches coach and players play and put people in a
position to win basketball games," said Cooley. "Apparently, right now I'm not doing a very good job of that."
After an emotional victory against cross-town rival
Sacred Heart University, Fairfield has stumbled in its final
out-of-conference games.
The troublesome stretch for Fairfield began with a
69-64 loss to Cincinnati, whose second-half surge came
after a lane violation call on the Stags.
A few days later, Fairfield fell to St. Francis, 55-51,
despite storming out to an early 15-6 lead on the road.
Then came Georgetown, where the Stags responded
from back-to-back losses by almost playing a perfect
basketball game.
Almost.
Despite a halftime tie and keeping within one point with
under seven minutes to play, Fairfield finally blinked, as the
Hoyas would go on a 9-1 run to end the game.
As for the Yale game, Fairfield's multiple chances to close
out a victory in regulation left Cooley shaking his head.
"We've had the same script for four-straight games," said
Cooley; "Coming down the stretch, our lack of execution, our
lack of understanding; what we need to do is just not there."
On Tuesday night, the Bulldogs totaled 18 points off the
Stags' collective 16 turnovers in the game, including one in
the final moments of the game on an ill-advised cross-court
pass from Jon Han '09 that sealed the Stags' fate.
"Right now, we are not a good basketball club based
on our inexperience on the floor, and it's showing because
of our turnovers," said Cooley. "We are just not a smart
basketball team."
Despite the recent stretch of bad luck, the coach's demeanor following a loss that he characterized as "his worst
as a head coach" was not one of disappointment.
Instead, he spoke with a strong sense of determination
in his voice.Cooley emphasized that the current team is still
young and much more of a work-in-progress than a work
of art.
"Right now, our record [2-6] is more about the coach.
That's my record," said Cooley. "Our team record right now
is 0-0 in this league [MAAC]. That's the most important thing
we have to stress to our kids."
Anyone who knows Cooley knows the candor in
his words.
While many coaches would say such things to alleviate
criticism on their players, it is clear Cooley thinks that the
team's maturation starts at the top.
Cooley said, "If you've ever coached a sport, you don't
sleep when you lose and you don't sleep when you win because you're preparing for your next opponent."
Yet, he remains optimistic that there is plenty of room
for growth ahead.
"We will get better," said Cooley. "Those mistakes
these kids were making will not be made in the near future,
I promise you that."
"I'm not disappointed," said Cooley. "Just a little down."
If the head coach has his way, his Stags won't be feeling
down for long.

Men's basketball notebook
•

Jon Ollwerther/The Mirror

Pumping up the crowd: The Fairfield cheerleading team tries to pump up the home crowd at a basketball game. The
team is hoping to add some new tricks while competing in national competitions.

The Stags are ninth in the MAAC in scoring offense,
scoring just 60.3 points per game, but are also third
in the conference in points allowed, averaging 66.3
points allowed per game.
•
All three games played at Alumni Hall in the past
two seasons have come down to the wire. Fairfield
is 1-2 on campus.
•
Turnovers killed Fairfield against both St. Francis
(NY) and Yale, with a combined 36 in the two games
against the mid-major opponents. Against the tougher
Big East opponents, Georgetown and Cincinnati, the
team turned the ball over only 18 times, and only four
of those turnovers came against Georgetown.
-Tom Cleary
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Heartbreak Hall

Fairfield drops to 2-6 after a loss to Yale in Alumni Hall opener

Jon Ollwerther/The Mirror

Falling short again: Anthony Johnson '10 goes for a shot against Yale in the Alumni Hall opener. The Stags fell 70-66 in overtime. For the complete story, see p. 15.

Cheer squad looking for recognition
become involved in local,
and eventually national,
Remember in middle competitions.
"We definitely want to
school when all those girls
who weren't athletic joined compete more this year,"
the cheerleading team? said Sarah Bolt '10. "We
Well, things have changed only competed once last
year against only two other
a lot since then.
Since Fairfield does teams, but we came in secnot have a football team, ond. And we're so much
the cheerleading team per- better already than we were
forms at basketball games. last year. We're going to
New Head Coach Marie look really good."
Chaisson, as well as many
"The girls want to soteam members, hope to lidify themselves as athexpand their horizons and letes," Chaisson said. "We
want to increase our
skill level and get
ourselves into bigtime, formal competitions."
Despite not
getting to showcase
their skills to the
University's student
body on a consistent
basis, being a cheerleader requires practicing three times
a week, as well as
attending biweekly,
mandatory conditioning sessions.
"In addition to
behind-the-scenes
prep work, cheerJon Ollwerther/The Mirror leaders are at both
men's and women's
Bring it on: Two cheerleaders
basketball games
pose with the Stag mascot.
BY JOE CARRETTA

each weekend, including double-headers," said
cheerleader Julie Ruggieri
'10. "It's a large commitment for an under-funded and often-overlooked
team."
The team and its new
coach said they hope to gain
more recognition from the
University as a legitimate
athletic program. Chaisson
noted how little attention
the program receives on the
Fairfield Web site and how
that might affect incoming
students interested in the
team.
"If an incoming student goes on the Web site,
they probably won't even
be able to figure out that we
have a team," said Chaisson. "If we had a usable
page for incoming freshmen interested in cheering,
it would definitely improve
our program."
After getting an experienced new coach,
learning some difficult
new stunts and building a
young, dedicated core of
women, Fairfield's cheering squad has come a long
way.
Chaisson, who grew
SEE "CHAISSON" ON P.
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Defensive demons
Women's basketball continues strong start
BY CHRIS SIMMONS

Stephanie Geehan '10 leapt up, controlled the tip and sent the ball toward point
guard Megan Caskin '09. Caskin moved the
ball around and eventually a pass from Sabra
Wrice '08 found its way back to Geehan who
hit a jumper.
On the next possession, Wrice picked
off a pass from Maine's Emily Rousseau and
dribbled down the court but missed a layup
in traffic. However, Geehan was again in
the middle of the action as she pulled down
the offensive rebound and fed Wrice for an
open three.
The women's basketball team has been
winning all season with strong defense,
rebounding and overall solid team play.
The Stags improved to 6-1 Sunday with a
win over Maine in Alumni Hall, three days
after dropping its first game of the season to
Villanova.
"I think they [the players] are starting
to develop that mind-set that, irregardless of
who we are playing against, we are playing to
win," said Head Coach Joe Frager. "We're not
going to win them all; we've got some tough
teams ahead of us, and we've played some
tough teams, but a month ago, if we could
have signed up for 6-1, we would have said,
'Where's the pen?'"
Baendu Lowenthal '09, who is averaging
16.1 points per game along with 7.3 rebounds,
agreed.
"We go into every game looking to
win," she said. "If you come out expecting

to win every game, you expect your record
to be 6-1."
Lowenthal has teamed with Geehan,
who is averaging 8.9 points per game and
9.3 rebounds per game, to form an imposing
frontcourt duo.

Upcoming Games
.: INT

Friday,
Dec. 7, 7 p.m.
@ St. Peter's
(5-2)

Sunday,
Dec. 9,1 p.m.
Alumni Hall
vs. No. 29 Marist

Ml
The Stags' defense has also been a
key to the team's success. Fairfield is allowing
52.9 points per game and has been holding
its opponents to 37 percent shooting from
the floor and only 24 percent from beyond
the arc.
"If we are playing good fundamental defense, if we are doing the little things that we
practice, and if we have trust in each other...
I think you are going to be a good defensive
SEE "TRUST" ON P.
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Will Ludacris be a 'money-maker' for Fairfield?
BY KERI HARRISON

When FUSA announced that Ludacris
will be Fairfield's performer for the spring
concert, many students wondered how this
concert will compare to Sacred Heart University's lineup.
Every year, students compare Fairfield's
act to the one scheduled at nearby Sacred
Heart. In recent years, many felt that Sacred
Heart has come out on top in terms of the
quality of the performer and the turnout.
Besides consistently holding two concerts a year, Sacred Heart's "Pitt Center" is
said to attract bigger names. The facility,
which opened in 1997, is larger than Alumni
Hall and fits 5,000 people. This gives Sacred
Heart the ability to attract bigger crowds
and thus acquire more ticket revenue than
is possible at Alumni Hall, which can fit a
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maximum of 2,000 people.
Each year, many Fairfield students
attend Sacred Heart's fall and spring concerts.
Kirk Matefy '10 said he was more
impressed with Sacred Heart's concerts in
the past.
"One: I like the Black-Eyed Peas. Two: I
like the way the Pussycat Dolls look. They're
the type of music I listen to," he said.
However, getting big names, such as
Ludacris, for Fairfield's concert is not an
easy task, due to budget limitations and
scheduling.
So, how does FUSA choose the right
performer for Fairfield?
Katelyn Waters '08, FUSA director of
concerts, outlined the process. She said that
FUSA goes through many steps when deciding who should headline the concert.
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Sacred Heart vs. Fairfield

2004/2005
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Contributed Photo

Can he stack up?: Over the years, Fairfield students have complained that Sacred
Heart University has had bigger, better concerts than Fairfield. Will Ludacris change
students' opinions?

2005/2006

STEP ONE
First, a survey is sent to students, usually toward the end of the spring semester.
This survey asks for students' opinions on
issues including whether they would prefer
one or two concerts a year, or what performer they would be interested in seeing.
STEP TWO
According to Waters, FUSA gathers all
the information it receives and brings it to
an agent.they work with, who helps them in
the selection process. The agent then looks
to see which artist is touring the area and
who coincides with the results of the survey.
Once this is done, the agent compiles a list
of performers and brings it back to FUSA
to decide.
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2007/2008

?
Photo Illustration by Marie Montgomery

STEP THREE
The final decision is made by a group
of five people that includes Waters; Vanessa Jackson '08, the other FUSA director
of concerts; Cristina Pires '08, FUSA executive of programming; Elizabeth Carr,
a graduate assistant; and Caroline Joy, the
assistant director of student activities and
facilities.
The group decides who it thinks would
be best and tries to come up with a decision
together, though Pires said, "In the end,
it's the [three] students who make the final
decision."
Acknowledging that Ludacris was the
first choice this year, Waters said that FUSA
likes to look at all the options before making
a final decision.
"We go in with an open mind, based
on who's available," she said.
There will be only one concert this
year, as was the case last year. This may
lead some students to wonder if this is the
new norm at Fairfield.
Pires and Waters said it was not.
FUSA goes into each year with the
goal of getting bigger names, and with the
budget, sometimes it is impossible to have
two concerts a year, according to Pires.
Waters added that the number of concerts per year is not set in stone. It varies

from year to year and depends on many
factors, such as the budget and student
opinion.
Working with a budget of $33,000 this
year, FUSA was able to get Ludacris for
$85,500. The remaining money will come
from expected ticket sales as well as help
from the office of student affairs, according to Pires.
Some students are content with the performers FUSA has brought to Fairfield.
"I think artists like Guster and O. A.R. are
more Fairfield driven, but Ludacris just came
out of nowhere," said Julia Wyka '11.
One big complaint from students such
as Wyka and Matefy about the FUSA concerts is the price of tickets for Ludacris —
$30 for students and $40 for the public.
"It's definitely too expensive. I think
there should be a greater student discount,"
Wyka said.
Matefy concurred: "Thirty dollars is
a little much for students. I know a lot of
people don't have jobs, and they're hurt on
cash."
A big name like Ludacris comes with
a large price, leading some to wonder if the
concert could be held at Harbor Yard instead
of Alumni Hall in order to fit more people
and get more ticket sale revenue. This is
practically impossible for FUSA, though,
according to Pires.
"We can't use Harbor Yard because
we have to pay for it," she said. "And with
the budget, it just would not work out. The
athletics department has its own contract
with Harbor Yard strictly for basketball
games, so for a concert, it would be too
expensive."
However, both Pires and Waters said
that FUSA's goal was to make this year's
concert bigger and better, and they both said
they are pleased with positive responses
from the student body.
"We wanted to get across this year
that we were looking for a different act,"
Waters said.
Pires said she is very excited for the
concert; Waters agreed saying that all the
work they did was for the students.
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The HAM Channel goes YouTube
BY VERONICA FLORENTINO

For the first time ever, Ham Channel
members' talented work is
available to anyone outside of the
University campus via Internet.
Fairfield's student-run television
station, the Ham Channel, has
been running independently of
any outside television network.
But just as national broadcasting
networks such as ABC, CBS and
NBC offer their programming
online, the Ham Channel has
started doing the same for its
viewers through YouTube, a
popular Web site devoted to
watching and sharing original
videos worldwide.
The Ham Channel first
created its YouTube account
in spring 2007 to broadcast an
interview with Joe Lieberman,
which it did conjunctively with
campus radio station WVOF and
The Mirror. It began uploading
all of its original programming
around late August.
"I think [YouTube] is a great
outlet because it is accessible to
anyone in the world, unlike the
actual Ham Channel, which is
only available on campus TVs,"
said David Grazynski, head of the
Ham Channel.
"It's essentially on-demand
programming, and it allows the
producers to promote the heck out of
it on their computers to friends and
family anywhere in the world," he added.
Grazynski said that all of the shows
produced are now uploaded to YouTube.
After their premiere on YouTube, the

shows are spread throughout the 24-hour
Ham Channel programming schedule
with the exception of "Into It," a live

of the productions "Let's Be Frank" and
"BaroneAppetit."
"I actually didn't like [the concept of

Photo Illustration by Lorraine Lampe/The Mirror

talk show aired on Tuesday nights. The
content of its programming includes news,
documentary, music, comedy and more.
Frank Romano '10 is an active
member of the Ham Channel and the star

Contributed Photo

"BaroneAppetit" - "Omelettes"
Romano instructs an audience in the fine
art of omelette making in the cafeteria.
Number of views: 351

using YouTube] at first because I thought
to myself, 'Instead of just giving up on
campus TV, now we're going to go all to
Online and that means no more campus
TV,"' he said. "I didn't want to see us

Contributed Photo

"haMtv" - "ALOHA"
The Ham Channel presents a performance
by Aloha from Stagstock 2007.
Number of views: 303

migrate to that. I was way naive until
I realized just how great it is, because
online video is the way of the future now
and, it has done wonders for the Ham
Channel."
One of the added perks of
YouTube is that students can finally
track how many people are watching
their work. The Ham Channel lacked
the technology to count viewers of the
channel on television, but YouTube
takes care of that for them.
"People are getting hits for
their individual shows upwards
of a hundred, and that's a greater
viewership than they could have ever
gotten on channel 64, campus TV,
alone," Romano said.
"Unlike the TV, YouTube gets
instant feedback. If someone doesn't
like it, you're gonna hear about it,
you're gonna see your views decline,
or you're gonna see you don't have an
audience for that particular program.
Then you'll know, 'OK, I've gotta
scrap it or change direction.'"
Will YouTube be a permanent
resource for the Ham Channel?
Grazynski said he thinks so.
"I think we will be using YouTube
more and more as new shows are
| created," he said.
"I think that it's been a great
outlet for our programming, and I
think that more and more people
will start watching and getting
involved," he said. "I am really proud
of everything these students have been
doing so far this semester, and I look
forward to the rest of the year."
The Ham Channel can be found online
at www.youtube.com/thehamchannel and
www.thehamchannel.com.

Contributed Photo

"Into It!" - "Episode Two"
The Ham Channel's live variety show that
airs highlights online.
Number of views: 109
Check out some of the comments from
"Let's Be Frank" — "Sidelines at the
Soccer Game":
"Nice Frank, can't wait for the next one."
-Prab311
"Goodjob, Frank! When is the next episode?"
-magoojoe
"So worth watching! Amazing job, Frank."
- tuxkatz6

Contributed Photo

"News64" — "John Lennon Bus"
When the John Lennon Tour Bus made a
stop at Fairfield University in October, Lynley Jane Reilly reported at the scene.
Number of views: 187

"Let's Be Frank" — "Sidelines at the Soccer
Game"
Romano goes behind the scenes at a
women's soccer game.
Number of views: 736

"Frank... Fantastic!!"-darkstarzO
"OMGH Classic Frank Romano!!"
-kayakga!85
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Hollywood comes to Connecticut

Contributed Photo
To find the movies, look for the sign: If you love to track the movie crews in Connecticut, be
observant.

BY MARIE MONTGOMERY

It's not every day that Fairfield county
residents get to see Leonardo DiCaprio running
down the street.
"It was a really hot day, and 500 people
were there watching it," said Fairfield resident
Carrie MacAdams.
MacAdams, like many other Connecticut
residents, are becoming accustomed to catching
glimpses of the Hollywood elite since the state
started giving film productions a 30 percent tax
incentive for filming starting this past July.
DiCaprio was in town to film "Revolutionary Road," teaming up with Kate Winslet for the
story of the struggles of a 1950s family living
in Connecticut.
In the last year and half, 26 films have been
created in Connecticut. The "Constitution State"
is quickly becoming a Hollywood hot spot with
many people dubbing it "Hollywood East." The
new movie boom has brought stars including
Al Pacino, Robert DeNiro and Eva Mendes to
Connecticut.
The state's push for filming is not out of the
norm, with other states such New Mexico also
raising the tax incentive to 30 percent.
Speaker of the House in Connecticut James
A. Amann told the Connecticut Post, "We shook
up the industry by offering 30 [percent] for us
because New York had them, Massachusetts,
Rhode Island, and Vancouver."
With once-big filming state Louisiana —
which offered a 25 percent tax incentive — out
of the picture since Hurricane Katrina in 2005,
other states have been quickly stepping up to
take over.
The title of "Hollywood East" was once
given to North Carolina, but with a lack of
incentives to film in the state, North Carolina is
quickly slipping off the filming radar.
Connecticut is a prime spot for filming partly
because of its close proximity to New York City,
making it an easy commute
for actors and crew.
The relationship between filming and the state
is symbiotic; the production
companies save money
while the films bring in
millions of dollars to the
state's economy. Films in
Connecticut have brought
in $400 million in the past
year and a half.
This money not only
supports the local filmmakers but also hotels, restaurants and tourism.
Many residents said
they are happy to have to

Photo illustration by Marie Montgomery

have the filming.
"I think the best thing
[is] it helps the economy,"

said MacAdams. It also doesn't hurt that residents
can actually meet big stars like America Ferrera,
who filmed "Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants 2"
in Bridgeport this summer.
"I met America Ferrera; she was just walking,
so I stopped her," MacAdams said. "They don't
want to talk much. I just talked to her for a second
and took a picture. She seemed pretty nice."
Fairfield University has not been left out of the
celebrity action. The two-hour television special,
"Oprah Winfrey Presents: Mitch Albom's For One
More Day," was filmed on campus during the summer. The film stars Michael Imperioli, from "The
Sopranos," and tells the story of a suicidal, former
baseball player who is granted one more day with
his deceased mother, played by Ellen Burstyn from
"The Exorcist."
Assistant Vice President for Public Relations
Martha Milcarek told The Mirror, "We're delighted
to have played host to this production company for
the made-for-TV film.
"There is a state-wide initiative by Governor
Jodi Rell to bring such film production to the state
for economic development purposes, and we are
pleased to help support this initiative."
If the tax incentives don't keep the productions
coming into the state, Connecticut is working extra
hard to establish a panel of college professors,
film executives, lawmakers and trades people to
make sure that outside production projects keep
coming in and enough existing filmmakers remain
in the state.
Having a solid base of skilled film workers
saves production companies from bringing people
in while making the state even more attractive for
production.
Kevin Segalla, the founder of the Connecticut
Film Center, told The New York Times, "We saw
an opportunity to grow a new industry in the state,
and we jumped on it."
With many new films slated to be shot in
Connecticut in the next year, there seems to be no
stopping the movie boom.

Contributed Photo
America Ferrera shoots locally: The "Ugly Betty" star filmed part of
"Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants 2" in Bridgeport.
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Indie rock band Cake: Tasty since 1991
BY LILY NORTON

Since the early '90s Cake has been
one of the most popular indie bands,
famous for its fusion rock that combines
funk, rock, pop and jazz. The group scored
big with songs such as "The Distance" and
"Short Skirt/Long Jacket." You may recognize "Short Skirt/Long Jacket" as part
of theme to the NBC's show "Chuck."
Despite its rise to fame, Cake has
managed to stay grounded in its indie
rock roots.
Vince DiFiore, one of the original
members of Cake, who plays the trumpet,
keyboard and percussion, talked exclusively to The Mirror about the upcoming
tour, political activism, music and scratch
and sniff flavors.
The Mirror: Tell me about the upcoming tour "UnlimitedSunshine."
Vince DiFiore: We've put together
a great show. We put emphasis on having
a well-packaged tour — a festival that
has the audience in mind and only the
audience in mind. We want to make an
entertaining show for everybody.
We have The Brazilian Girls, who
I really encourage people to check out
on MySpace. We'll also be with a group
called King City, who's sort of like Latin
surf-rock from Northern California. It's
very diverse. It's not so crazy that there is
like a heavy metal band and then a reggae
band, but it certainly has a lot of different
sounds. I think it caters to the taste of a
certain music listener. We're looking for
juxtaposition of styles.
TM: Your Web site, cakemusic.com,
is very politically active, especially on
environmental issues. Could you tell me
more about that?
VD: We do a lot of commentary
on our Web site to make the perhaps
mundane political issues interesting. We
want everyone to have a say in what they
think about our country and government.

this on your Web site?
VD: It's been a long
time, probably around five
years. We have a road journal section where we talk
about some of the experiences we have in each city
we go to. There's an advice
section, and there's a weekly
poll that usually involves
some anguishing decision
that you'll have to make.
TM: How would you
characterize your music?
VD: John, as a lyric writer, is really good
at writing lyrics that say
something that really brings
up a lot of feelings about a
topic. ... If songwriters are
like guides in any way, he's
the one who just throws the
question out there. It's hard
to write a song that way,
but he's been able to pull
it off because he's a crafty
songwriter.
TM: What made you
guys decide to put out a Bsides album?
VD: We had just left
Columbia records, and we
wanted to try out our new
label. We were going to put
out a live album, but it's
been a while since our last
studio album so we wanted
to give everyone something
new.
So, we looked for tracks
that maybe had been on
sound tracks, compilation
records, or the shoebox in
They will 'Survive': After switching up members, Cake has managed to keep making great music.
the basement — from all
over — and put it together
in one cohesive album. Then, we did the pulled back and a lot of interesting
Scratch and Sniff album cover for the phrasing and the timbre of his voice
came from that, like Miles Davis and
listener's enjoyment.
Bing Crosby.
These guys have good technical abilTM: So, whose idea was the
Scratch V Sniff? Who got to choose ity and expressed a very personal side of
the flavors?
themselves.
VD: That was my idea. Yeah, I
had the old Christmas book, I don't
TM: What are some other influknow if they still make them, but I ences and why?
VD: You know, we always said
think it was called "Santa's Beard"
and there was that actual cotton
that we were a mix of Hank Williams
texture of the beard that had some
Senior, and Sly and the Family Stone,
really good scents and smells, like like if they were at a party together
cinnamon and pine tree. It was just and they played ACDC records back"B-Sides and Other Rarities"
a real good memory from childhood,
wards, sort of like that. You know,
2007
music that has a good combination of
and I thought it would be a good way
to tie in all the senses to the music
old and new.
and make an original album cover —
TM: What other bands do you like
something that represents the times
we're in.
to go see or listen to?
VD: I love scanning the radio
and just hearing what everyone is
TM: How do you initially choose the
listening to, and when something
songs you cover?
VD: They have to be a good song in catches my ear, I'll stop. I like listening to the Latin stations, who I
their own right, a song with good bones.
think are influenced by a lot of other
If it happens to be funny, like that it was in
"Fashion Nugget"
some weird genre like disco or something types of music. The other day, some
1996
really far away from alternative rock, then jug band music on the radio caught
my attention, which I thought was
that's all the better.
really cool.
TM: I'm guessing Frank Sinatra
TM: What is your stance on downis a big influence for you since you
loading
music?
had a song about him on "Fashion
VD:
John has always taken a poNugget." What do you find inspiring
sition on downloading saying, "Sure,
about him?
)te4v>\.tito ftf **
VD: Singing is all about putting you can have music for free, but I want
your personality into your voice and my sandwiches for free too."
connecting with the audience that way,
"Motorcade of Generosity"
and he was one of the utmost purveyYou can catch Cake at Terminal 5
1994
ors of that style.
in NYC on Dec. 12 and 13.
Instead of the operatic way of
For other tour dates visit cakeprojecting, projecting, projecting, he music.com.

Our Favorite
Cake Albums

CAKE

Contributed Photo

'He's Going the Distance': Singer John
McCrea helped the band to fame with
political lyrics.
We really focus on the climate change
issue because it really affects everybody.
Instead of us just talking about it, we
have the scientists to pass out literature
and build some more awareness. We
certainly don't want to bum anybody out,
but anything we feel is worth knowing,
we want to share.
TM: How long have you been doing
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BY MARIE MONTGOMERY

See how your favorite celebrities are connected to Connecticut.
Keep your eyes peeled because you may just see some of them in
Fairfield.
50 Cent - The rapper previously lived in Farmington, Conn., in
the Sisti Mansion. The property was just put on the market for
$18.5 million. "It will be a tough sell. Not too many people are
looking for a 52,000-square-foot home with 19 bedrooms, multiple
kitchens, two pools, a recording studio, a strip club, a 40-person
hot tub and a reputation as a symbol of vulgarity and greed,"
reported The Hartford Courant. Shockingly the reputation of
vulgarity and greed did not come from Mr. Curtis Jackson (50
Cent) but the original builder of the home Benjamin J. Sisti.
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Ann Coulter - This self-described "mean-spirited,
bigoted conservative," best known for her crude remarks
in her books and as a television personality, was raised in
New Canaan.

W^^MWW 1 IDr

Candace Bushnell - Although she is most famous
for being a New Yorker and writing the column that
launched "Sex and the City," Bushnell was bora in
Glastonbury. Today, Bushnell rents a house in Kent.
Donald Trump - "The Apprentice" star and money man
previously had an estate in Greenwich, which he lost to his
former wife Ivana in their 1991 divorce. But that hasn't kept Trump
out of Connecticut; in May they broke ground on Trump Park, a 34story condominium building that will become the tallest building
in Stamford when completed. To reserve your place, you will need
$600,000 dollars.

FtiJtafloa

Don Imus - This controversial radio host owns a home in
Westport. Because of this, Imus is referred to as the Connecticut
Cowboy.
George W. Bush - The president has long-standing ties with
Connecticut because he was born in New Haven. His grandfather,
Prescott Bush, was a U.S. Senator from Connecticut. After moving
frequently, Bush returned to Connecticut to attend college at Yale
University in New Haven.
Glenn Close - The "Fatal Attraction" actress was born and raised
in Greenwich. The actress returned to Connecticut to film the
"Stepford Wives" remake in 2004.
Harry Connick Jr. - This jazz great currently resides in
Connecticut with his family.
James Van Der Beek - The "Dawson's Creek" star was born and
raised in Cheshire.
Joan Rivers - The queen of the red carpet calls Litchfield County
home. She was also educated at the Connecticut College for
Women in New London.

JudgeJudy

John Mayer - The singer/song writer was born and raised in the
Fairfield area.
Asked what Mayer remembers most about Connecticut by the
Waterbury Republican American, he said "Geoff Fox," who was a
long-time WTNH-TV weatherman. "I remember waking up on winter
mornings, looking out my window, and seeing eight inches of snow.
Then, Geoff would instill hope that the next day of school would be
canceled," he said. Mayer returns to Fairfield often and has even been
spotted at the Starbucks on Post Road and The Gap on Black Rock
Turnpike.
Judge Judy - The queen of daytime courts resides in Greenwich. She is
flown by private jet to Los Angeles to film her television show.
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Meg Ryan - The actress was born and raised in Fairfield. She
attended Saint Pius X Elementary School; Bethel High School,
where she was homecoming queen; and the University of
Connecticut, where she studied journalism.
Mel Gibson - The actor and director had a home in Greenwich.
This summer, Gibson put the house on the market for $39.5
million. The 16,000-square-foot mansion, known as the Old Mill
Farm, includes 15 bedrooms, 18 full bathrooms, a screening room,
a pool and two guest houses.
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Mia Farrow - The actress has a 70-acre farm in New Milford,
where she currently resides.
Michael Bolton - The singer was born and raised in New Haven.
Bolton now resides in Westport, where he recently experienced
some controversy over wanting to demolish a historic farmhouse
on the property next to his in order to build a "garden," but really
to add more privacy to his home.
Mike Tyson - Tyson previously owned 50 Cent's current house
in Farmington, which was just put on the market for $18.5 million.
Tyson's ex-wife sold the house to 50 Cent in 2003 for $4.1 million.
Reportedly, 50 Cent spent $14 million in renovations on the 52room property.
Oscar de la Renta - The designer has a country estate in Kent
that he frequents when he is not at his New York apartment.
Paul Newman - Newman resides with his wife Joanne Woodward
in Westport. Newman also has a restaurant in Westport called The
Dressing Room. Woodward was previously director of the Westport .
Country Playhouse where the couple was actively involved. Newman
started the brand Newman's Own in 1980, making salad dressing that
he distributed to local shops in downtown Westport; the company
raises more than $ 175 million for charity annually.
Paul Simon - The famous singer from "Simon and Garfunkel"
lives in New Canaan.
Peter Gallagher - Gallagher has a weekend home in New Milford,
where he also filmed "Mr. Deeds" with Adam Sandier in 2002.
Regis Philbin - The "Live with Regis and Kelly" star has a
home in Greenwich. Philbin can be spotted at hot-spot restaurant
Valbella in Old Greenwich along with many other celebrities.
Rihanna - The "Umbrella" singer, originally from Barbados, resides
in Stamford with her producer Evan Rogers and his wife Jackie.

Photo Illustration by Marie Montgomery

Kate Bosworth - This "Superman" star lived in Darien from the ages
of 8-13. Bosworth left Darien when she landed a role in "The Horse
Whisperer." When working on "Win a Date with Tad Hamilton,"
Bosworth was reunited with another fellow Darien resident, Topher
Grace.
Katherine Heigl - The "Grey's Anatomy" actress was raised in New
Canaan. Heigl told New Canaan, Darien & Rowayton Magazine about
her memories of Darien: "I was so not into antiques at all, and there are
like six really amazing antique stores that I don't think I've ever been
in. And I'm like, 'How could I have never even gone in these stores and
looked?' Because now I'm completely obsessed with antiques. If only
I'd just browsed!"

Chris Carrabba - Carrabba was born in West Hartford. Carrabba
recalled his childhood in Connecticut on decapolis.com. He said:
"I grew up in the Northeast. I lived in Connecticut until I was 16,
and then my mom, my brother and my stepdad moved to Florida
— and that's where I've been ever since. The rest of my family is
still in Connecticut. I don't really know what childhood was like,
though; it was a lot of skateboarding and a lot of time imitating my
brother and stepbrother."
Tommy Hilfiger - The clothing mogul owned a home with his
wife in Greenwich. The couple's 22-room estate was converted
from a farm and is now on the market for $25 million. The 17,000square-foot estate is decorated in Tommy Hilfiger interior design
products and includes eight bedrooms, eight and a half bathrooms,
an indoor basketball court, tennis courts, a pool and a 2,000 bottle
wine cellar, according to openhousenyc.com.
Topher Grace - The "Spiderman" star was born and raised in
New Canaan. Although it was reported he knew Kate Bosworth
while growing up, the two never knew each other until entering the
Hollywood scene.
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The IO hottest
gifts for
the holidays

Can't decide on what you want this Christmas? Forget
Oprah's Favorite Things list, The Entertainment B-section
is the place to check out for all your holiday needs. Below
are 10 entertainment-related gifts chosen by Mirror staff
members, showing you some of the coolest stockingstuffers you can pick up this year. Oprah may give her
audience members free cars, but we still think we have
better taste.
"Ratatouille"
When I was forced to take two kids I was baby-sitting
to see this movie, I would have never expected that I would
love it so much. It is perfect for the Christmas season because it makes you want to spend time cooking with your
family. It's a perfect balance of silliness and sophistication,
so you can watch it with family members young and old
during the holiday break. Plus, it has lots of special features.
Of course, this is the only rat I'll want to see on Dec. 25. It
can be found on Amazon.com for $14.99. -Lily Norton
Zunc MP3 Player with 80GB
This Microsoft alternative to the iPod is selling out
of stores. It can store up to 20,000 songs, 25,000 pictures
and 250 hours of video. My favorite feature is the built-in
FM tuner, which tells you the name of the artist and station
you are listening to. The Zune also has built-in wireless.
You can get one for $249.99 at your local Best Buy or on
Amazon.com. -Marie Montgomery
"Good Burger"
Classic movie; one that not many people talk about.
But it's a must-have for any DVD collection. You'll laugh,
you'll cry, you'll scream, you'll feel levels of emotion you
have never felt before. OK, maybe I'm getting a little too
into this. It was a semi-decent movie that, for some reason,
stood out in our childhood. I want it, and I think everyone
else wants it too. And with all these re-releases now a

days, I wouldn't be surprised if an unrated, double-disc,
director's cut edition is floating around there somewhere.
So, if you're thinking of picking this up for some sort of
stocking-stuffer, I doubt it will be too hard to find. It's
probably lying in the 99 cent bins in just about every gas
station and thrift shop. -JP Porretta
Viny lux Album Cover Sketchbooks
Your favorite albums transformed into 80-page sketchbooks. Not only do they look cool, but they are good for
the environment. The pages are made from 100 percent
recycled denim blue jeans. Made by Greenfeet, you can
grab them for $15 large size at store.greenfeet.com.
-Marie Montgomery
DXG 3 MP DXG305V Digital Camcorder in pink
What could be better than a digital camcorder with a
built-in digital camera, mp3 player and voice recording all
in one for just a $100? Now add that to it's availability in
pink and you have the perfect little camcorder. It is great for
capturing fun with friends and then posting it on YouTube
to embarrass them. I would not recommend the camera for
any serious filmmaking ventures; the memory card only
holds about three minutes of footage, so expect to purchase
an additional memory card. All in all, it is a great camera
for the money. You can buy the DXG at Wal-Mart for $98.
-Marie Montgomery
"The Rocky Collection"
It's kind of sad that even though the original Rocky
movie came out in the 1970s, I saw it for the first time last
week. Nevertheless, I highly enjoyed it, and I want to finish
watching the saga that is Rocky. So, if anyone out there
wants to get their favorite Mirror writer a gift this Christmas, the Rocky Saga is only $40 at Amazon.com, and I will
love you forever. And for my birthday in a few months you
can pick me up the Rambo series. -JP Porretta

Approval to live off campus
Yeah Jason Downer, this one is addressed to you. I
know, I know, this is not entertainment-related at all. But
Santa, just let me off campus next year! I don't want a
car, I don't want a new computer, and I don't want a new
guitar — although all of those things would be really nice.
All I want is some closure on the fact that I'm not going
to be held prisoner on this campus my senior year. This
gift is probably the only thing on this list that anyone else
actually wants. In fact, I know 150 people who want the
same thing. -JP Porretta
The Complete BBC Series "Planet Earth"
Do you like educational movies? Yeah, me neither. But
Planet Earth is different. In fact, "Planet Earth" is probably
the coolest thing I have laid eyes on all semester. Watching a 50-minute piece on shallow seas might sound dull,
but never judge a book by its cover. Get it at Amazon for
$54.99. -Entertainment section
Michael Buble Christmas CD "Let it Snow!" EP
This may only be a seven-song EP, but it also may be
the best Christmas CD that has come out in years. Buble's
eclectic oldie-style-gone-hot will keep the ladies swooning this Christmas season. I'm excited to hear my favorite
songs such as "White Christmas" and "I'll Be Home for
Christmas" delivered from his never-failing pipes. The CD
can be found at Amazon for $6.99. -Lily Norton
TomTom One, 3rd Edition GPS System
Everyone can use a GPS system these days with all the
distractions that come with driving and those exit signs that
seem to always come up too quickly. Plus, this model is
the hippest of the GPS systems; it's compact and fashionable for your dashboard. This can be found at Best Buy for
$249.99. -Lily Norton
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Movies that made our list this fall
BY ALEX CONROY

"Beowulf"
Some hate Robert Zemeckis's motion-capture
style of filming, and others love it. Some say that
it ruined a great classic epic poem, others say that
it brought it to life in a way that regular film could
never have done. Either way, "Beowulf is 100
percent entertaining, a fantastic adaptation of the
first fantasy story ever written. And come on, who
doesn't want to see Angelina Jolie as a genocidal
monster?

"Shoot'Em Up"
Clive Owen jumps out of the screen in this
jaction/comedy as a British nanny with a score
to settle. The pace never slows, and the death
toll keeps rising. You'll find yourself laughing
throughout. A must-see for anyone who enjoys
|a violent, rollicking good time or carrots.

"The Darjeeling Limited"

"We Own the Night"
Joaquin Phoenix and Mark Wahlberg star in this
modern adaptation of the Prodigal Son, which takes
place under the guise of New York City's anti-drug unit
in 1988. It is a very intricate tale, weaving through New
York's club life, the police force and the Russian mob.
The only downside is that the pace is a bit slow, but
this is definitely a film for serious moviegoers.

Wes Anderson's peculiar style is amazing as
always in "Darjeeling," a story about three brothers (played by Owen Wilson, Adrian Brody and
Jason Schwartzman) traveling on a train through
India a year after their father's death, attempting
to reconnect as a family. While absolutely hilarious, "Darjeeling" still manages to be touching
and meaningful on a personal level. An absolute
must-see movie.

"Michael Clayton"

"Lions for Lambs"

Every lawyer joke ever told comes to mind
when thinking about "Michael Clayton." This
movie is about the "nature of the beast" — the
corruption and lack of morality in major law
firms. George Clooney is outstanding as a
conflicted lawyer working for the firm as the
"fixer," the lawyer who comes in and cleans
up messy cases. With quite a few twists and
turns, and a perfectly paced story, "Clayton"
is a great movie, especially for any of readers
who are fans of John Grisham novels.

Although my fellow critics seem to have hated
"Lions," I implore you to give it a try, if only for
my sake. It is not a movie meant to "entertain," and
it doesn't follow the style of most movies made
these days. The story follows three events, to their
conclusion, all over the globe, and the purpose of
the movie is to raise questions that everyone needs
to think about, not answer. If anyone is interested in
modern politics, this is a movie for them.

"30 Days of Night"

"Eastern Promises"
The Russian mob is often portrayed as a "bad
guy" because of its widely known brutality and
link to Soviet Russia, a culture not well-looked
upon in America. However, not many movies try
to understand and explain the Russian mob from
inside or try to portray it in any three-dimensional
way, instead preferring the flat, easy villain.
That is exactly what "Promises" achieves. Viggo
Mortensen gives a truly terrifying glimpse into
the organization. Quick note to potential viewers:
That is not the only terrifying glimpse you will
get, as Mortensen appears fully in the buff in one
epic fight scene.

In Barrow, the northern-most town in the
United States, the sun has set. And it won't rise
again for 30 days. It is a natural occurrence, one
the townspeople are all used to, until a pack of
hungry vampires comes to town for dinner. With
no sun to stop them, they are seemingly invincible. The effect of isolationism and despair is
really conveyed in this film, an excellent movie
for horror fans.

"American Gangster"
"Gone Baby Gone"
Casey Affleck stars in "Gone," a dark
look at crime in the city of Boston. When
4-year-old Amanda is kidnapped, it is up
to two detectives to try to find her, and, in
doing so, unearth the dirty underbelly of
the city. Morally ambiguous and perpetually in the gray, "Gone" will have every
fan of film noir delighted that the style has
made it into the 21 st century.

Some would say that to compare "Gangster" to "The Godfather" would be too much,
but I see in this movie just like that: a modern
day "Godfather." What that epic film did for
Italian crime is just what "Gangster" will
end up doing for black crime, providing a
backdrop and explaining how it all came
about. On top of that, Denzel Washington and
Russel Crowe are brilliant as two flip-sides of
the same coin, in a battle of wits between the
honest, but broken cop and the philanthropicappearing criminal. Definitely the best movie
of the fall and probably the year.
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Music that made our list this fall
BY ANDONI FLORES

"Chase This Light"

"Y34RZ3R0R3MIX3D"
Nine Inch Nails
Incorporating a wide array of
noises, which includes static and
distorted voices, group member Trent
Reznor projects a sinfully delicious
apocalyptic future. This remixed
version of a less-than-fantastic original
album makes the flaws of the original
more digestible for first-time listeners
and vindicates Reznor of any faults. To
put it in layman's terms, this album is
to Trent Reznor what "Future Sex/Love
Sounds" is to Justin Timberlake.
"Even If It Kills Me"
Motion City Soundtrack
These boys love to make
good music, and it shows. This
album is the latest in a series of
awesome albums from one of the
greatest things to come out of
Minnesota. You can just tell the
guys were having a blast writing
and recording these songs; perfect
for any occasion but better when
blasted at full volume. Their catchy
lines and melodic arrangements
blend perfectly to capture the
sensation you get when everything
feels right in the world.

Jimmy Eat World
The boys return with their first
album since "Futures" back in '04
with a more polished and refined
sound. There's not a single track
on this album that won't leave you
with that classic, Jimmy "feel good"
vibe. This album delivers the band's
trademark pop without clogging
your eardrums. Must listens are "Big
Casino," "Electable" and, my personal
favorite, "Always Be."

JIMMY EAT WORLD

"Riot!"
Paramore
This band means business
— misery business that is. With
vocals vaguely reminiscent of
Avril Lavigne, this band shows
its Canadian counterpart how
it's really done. With its single
"Misery Business" dominating
the airwaves, Paramore is raw
and real and just what the doctor
ordered to cure us all from
the "Umbrella"-induced fever
Rihanna had us in.

"System"
Seal
Seal has changed a lot since
the "Batman Forever" days,
branching out to a more synth
sound with phat beats. His new
album is something you can
expect to listen to on the runway
and in the clubs. Perfect to listen
to if you're working out or
looking for something to blast
through the sub woofer. Seal
delivers soulful vocals with beats
to keep you moving.

"A Place To Land"
Little Big Town
The oxymoronic wonders are
back with their new album "A Place
To Land." It's the same country
band with more great tunes. Little
Big Town is one of those bands
that never disappoints. With rich
harmonies and solid riffs, the band's
music brings all those who listen to
it a bit of Southern Comfort without
the hangover.

"Un Dia Normal"

"Across The Universe"

Juanes
The man who rocked the Latin
world with "La Camisa Negra" has
returned from his home in Colombia
to have us dancing once again to
the rhythm of his guitar and voice,
which wails stories of love and loss.
Juanes has cut his hair and adopted a
more mature sound for his follow-up
album "Un Dia Normal" (A Normal
Day), adding an organ to his already
rich and diverse sound. This album
makes you feel like you wandered
south of the border into a bar.

Various Artists
Not only was this a great movie,
but this is an amazing album. No
one's Beatles collection is complete
without this sound track. It brings
together some of the biggest names
in the industry including Bono and
Joe Cocker, along with many others,
recreating some of the greatest songs
written by the greatest band to ever
grace this planet. Must listens? The
entire album.

"Graduation"

"Exile On Mainstream"

Kanye West
The anthem of a generation,
the single "Stronger" is an instant
classic. Just when we thought we had
seen everything Kanye has to offer,
he threw us a hit that makes us take
a step back and say, "Wow." Only
Kanye possesses the ability to rhyme
Apollonia and Isotoners and not make
us question it. Without a doubt, Kanye
will continue to reinvent the face of
hip hop as the years go on, and this is
just a monument of his greatness.

Matchbox Twenty
Done with being lonely, Rob Thomas
is back with his band and rocking out
harder than ever. With six new songs, this
greatest-hits album features all the hits
you know and love. The new material
is a step forward for all of the members'
careers. United once again, the band
sounds stronger and more sure of its
direction. With more egos to keep him in
check, Thomas isn't as dominant as you
might expect; he takes a step back and
allows for the whole band to shine.

■

MMCHBOI IWHflV

www.fairfieldmirror.com

ENTERTAINMENT PREVIEW

DECEMBER

6,2007 B11

Deck the halls to some new Christmas songs
BY JP PORRETTA

One band that likes to release a new holiday
track every year is alternative rock group The
It's Christmas time, the time of year when Killers. Earlier this month, the band released an
snow hits the ground, red and green lights are lit iTunes exclusive track, "Don't Shoot Me Santa,"
up, and presents are put under the tree. But most which tells the story of how Santa Claus kidnaps
importantly, it's a time of year when all my favorite front man Brandon Flowers and attempts to disbands release their holiday-themed songs.
pose of his body.
Take the bland and boring song "O Holy
This is the second holiday track the band has
Night." Now, replace the vocals with that of Brand released, following last year's single "A Great
New's singer, Jesse Lacey. Then add some cool emo Big Sled."
guitar riff into the mix. What you get here is the simOne mainstream band that seems to share just
ple yet effective equation most bands use to spread as much holiday enthusiasm as I do is pop/punk
some good ol' Christmas cheer every year.
act Relient K. Cleverly. It released the album "Let
Maybe it's just me. Maybe I love the Christ- it Snow ... Let it Reindeer," which features 17
mas season too much, but Christmas-themed music holiday tracks, 10 renditions of holiday classics
just seems like one of the coolest things a band can and seven originals.
do. Hell, if it weren't for the genre of Christmas
It seems like there's an artist from every posmusic, I don't think I would ever show interest in sible genre feeling the holiday spirit.
Josh Groban.Don't judge a book by its cover; Josh
Dig ambient piano rock? Head over to iTunes
Groban's CD "Noel" is something that anyone and download Coldpiay's renditions of "Have Yourcould enjoy this season.
self a Merry Little Christmas" and "2000 Miles."
Into hippie indie rock music?
Check out Bright Eyes' "Blue
Christmas," Ben Fold's "Bizarre Christmas Incident," and
Rooney's "Merry Xmas Every1. "Merry Xmas Everybody"
body."
For all those punk rockers,
Oasis.
the Christmas season is one big
goodie bag full of songs. New
2. "Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas" Found Glory, Blink 182, The
Starting Line, Something CorColdpiay
porate, Jimmy Eat World, +44,
Jack's Mannequin, Death Cab
3. "Last Christmas"
for Cutie and Dashboard Confessional all have something out
Jimmy Eat World
there that can have you dancing
around the Christmas tree all
4. "Baby PTfease Come Home"
night long.
Deaf/i Cab for Cutie
So, pop on these tracks, crank
your stereo to the max and breathe
in the Christmas cheer. After all,
5. "I Won't Be Home for Christmas"
things like this are only socially
Blink 182
acceptable once a year.
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Get comfortable with 'Grandma's Old Couch'
BY MARIE MONTGOMERY

Just picking up a copy of "Grandma's Old Couch,"
Monitor and the Merrimac's new CD, is different. The CD
cover is a deep brown chocolate color, and it is smooth
to the touch.
Made from 100 percent recycled paper, there is a
distinctive, organic feeling. Much like the CD cover,
Monitor and the Merrimac has a natural country blues
feeling that you don't often hear today.
The group is led by Fairfield alumnus Dave Grazynski who, in true old-time fashion, plays the banjo while
singing lead vocals with a crisp, Southern-sounding voice.
Listening to "Couch," you would have no idea that Grazynski is a young guy from the North and not a Southern
blues man from the mountains of North Carolina.
"Couch" includes a variety of bluegrass sounds,
jumping from more traditional bluegrass like that of
Bill Monroe on the track "Grandma's Old Couch" to
a more rock-blended fusion like the Grateful Dead on
the track "Quiet Life" or
"Galoshes."
The inclusion of slower ballads such as "Family
Jewel" provides a pleasant
break from the other highenergy tracks.
Listening to "Couch"
is like taking a trip to a
different world one where
noto people still gather around
Helping the environment
in small settings to really
with every CD: The band's engage and listen to music.
CD cover is made from 100 ^^ [s something about
percent recycled paper.
bluegrass that grabs the
listener; it is hard to passively listen to "Couch" without
being sucked in.
"Couch" displays a variety of styles and paces that
shows the true power of bluegrass; at one moment it can
make you want to dance while at others it is very reflective and heartfelt. In an era of hollow pop songs, it is re-

Katie McCarthy/The Mirror

Fairfield alum puts out first full-length album: Dave Grazynski is making an effort to bring back bluegrass folk.
freshing to hear a genuine art form like bluegrass.
There is something refreshing in Grazynski's vocals.
His accent while singing is thick, but thick in a good
way.
It is with this distance that he manages to transcend
what a stereotypical blues singer would sound like, making him hard to dismiss.
In a sense Grazynski is creating a new sub-genre of
bluegrass: Northern bluegrass. You can pick up on this
in songs like "Galoshes" — anyone who has ever lived

in the South can tell you there are no galoshes.
As Grazynski sings the lines of the song, you can
sense the breaking of his accent. It almost makes you
wonder, "Do you have to keep the Southern accent to
do bluegrass?"
"Galoshes," the last song on the track, is a perfect
example of "Couch" as a whole. It starts out as traditional
bluegrass but then pushes its way into a full-out rock song.
This transition leaves the listener craving more tracks that
push the boundaries of bluegrass.
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I'm dreaming of a rock n roll Christmas
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BY JP PORRETTA

Backstreet Boys, Fall Out Boy, Alicia Keys, Timbaland
and a bunch more. With tickets for the Dec. 14 show
As the Christmas preparation time is coming closer costing well over $100, getting your significant other
and closer to an end, most people are probably stressing a pair should almost guarantee you some action. You'll
over what gifts to purchase for their loved ones. Well, probably have her screaming louder than the Fall Out
nothing says 'I love you' more than a pair of tickets to Boy fans that night.
one of this year's winter concerts.
Too cool for Jingle Ball? Still living in the '90s?
The biggest holiday concert going down has got to I would recommend picking up tickets for the Public
be New York-based radio station ZIOO's Jingle Ball, the Enemy concert on Dec. 19 at Irving Plaza in Manhattan.
annual Christmas concert, featuring some of the biggest Yeah, I didn't know they were still around either. And
acts of the past year. This year, the show, which is being yeah, I also forgot that Flava Flav is really a rapper, not
held at the famous Madison Square Garden in Manhat- a reality television star.
Nevertheless, these has-beens (yeah, I said it) are
tan, has an all-star lineup including Avril Lavigne, the
coming to town in time for Christmas,
which is perfect for all five Public Enemy fans on this campus. Nothing says
"fight the power" more than charging
your fans $35+ for a ticket.
It doesn't matter what kind of
musical preference you have, everyone
is guaranteed a good time at a Trans
Siberian Orchestra concert. For those
of you who don't recognize the name,
Trans Siberian Orchestra is a rock orchestra known for its many renditions
of Christmas tunes.
After all, the only thing that can
make "O Holy Night" any more perfect
is a five-minute guitar solo straight out
of a Metallica album. The Trans Siberian
Orchestra is going to be all over the TriState Area from now until Dec. 15, so
act now on getting those tickets before
it's too late.
Not a fan of Christmas concerts or
ontributed Photo
Yule have a guaranteed good time: If you check out Fall Out Boy and oth
the holiday season?
ers at ZIOO's Jingle Ball this year.
Well, I am sorry to say it, but you

have no soul. Have no fear, another popular holiday is
also right around the corner this winter break: New Year's
Eve. And don't worry, there are plenty of New Year's Eve
festivities happening for you to attend.
Are you
an emo loser
like me? Well
then watch
the ball drop
with the band
Thursday at
the Starland
Ballroom in
New Jersey.
Still listen to hair
metal? The
boys of Velvet
Revolver are
calling your
name to come
party it up in
New York
Contributed Photo
City's HamStart the new year off with a laugh:
merstein BallChris Rock will be bringing in the new
room. Right year with 15,000 fans in New York City.
across the
street from
Hammerstein, Chris Rock is going to be insulting his
audience members as they sit in Madison Square Garden,
mulling over all those new year's resolutions that they
will soon break.
If you were looking forward to hitting up a concert
over this nice, month-long break we have coming up, you
now have a nice, lengthy list to choose from. But whatever
show you choose to attend, there's no doubt that you'll
have an awesome holiday season.

